Freedom  Ride 
supports  southern 

les/gay  visibility 


Activists  include  presidential  conventions 
on  summer  itinerary 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

COLUMBIA,  SC  —  Hoping  to  emulate  the 
spirit  of  Black  civil  rights  struggles  that  coaxed 
northern  activists  south  in  the  1960s,  gay  men, 
lesbians  and  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  are  em¬ 
barking  on  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Freedom  Ride 
through  southern  states.  Several  legs  of  the 
journey  are  complete  following  spirited  travels 
through  North  and  South  Carolina.  Participants 
will  continue  the  Freedom  Ride  this  summer  on 
a  route  encompassing  both  presidential  conven¬ 
tion  sites;  they  intend  to  be  visible  when 
Democrats  converge  on  Atlanta  in  late  July,  and 
also  when  Republicans  swarm  New  Orleans  in 
late  August. 

“This  is  a  golden  opportunity  to  show  that  gay 
people  are  everywhere,”  said  Michael  Petrelis, 
a  gay  man  and  PWA  activist  who  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  Freedom  Ride.  “We  went  down  to 
the  Carolinas  to  follow  the  presidential 
primaries  and  bring  attention  to  AIDS  issues  — 

AIDS  is  not  simply  a  New  York  City  or  urban 
phenomenon.  Let’s  get  out  of  the  cities,  get  to 
the  heartland,  lend  our  support  to  other  peo- 


Activists  at  a  Freedom  Ride  stop. ..“a  golden  opportunity  to  show  that  gay  people  are  everywhere." 


pie.” 

Petrelis  first  broached  the  Freedom  Ride  plan 
Continued  on  page  3 

Acting  up 
in  Dixie 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

NASHVILLE,  TN  —  While  plans  are 
underway  for  the  next  stretch  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Freedom  Ride  through  the 
South,  the  first  southern  branch  of  ACT  UP 
(AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash  Power)  has 
formed  in  Nashville  (See  related  story,  p.  1). 
The  group  began  organizing  in  late  March 
following  a  surge  of  enthusiasm  for  AIDS- 
related  protest  and  activism.  ACT  UP’s  first 
event  —  a  candlelight  rally  outside  the 
Capitol  on  the  evening  of  March  26  — 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Lesbian  co-parent’s  bid  for 
visitation  rights  denied 

New  York  ruling  denies  rights  of  ‘non-biological’  parent 


By  Chris  Bull 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  NY  —  A  county  court 
judge  dismissed  a  suit  to  establish  the  paren¬ 
tal  rights  of  a  lesbian  co-parent.  The  woman 
sought  visitation  rights  to  the  six-year-old 
biological  son  of  her  former  lover. 

Judge  James  Benson  ruled  on  March  22 
that  under  New  York  State  law  only  a 
biological  parent  has  the  right  to  sue  for 
visitation.  A  decision  by  the  judge  to  legally 
bar  the  non-biological  mother  from  contac¬ 
ting  the  child  is  pending.  According  to 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 
attorney  Paula  Ettelbrick,  who  represents 
the  non-biological  co-parent,  the  boy  has 
stated  that  he  would  like  to  see  both  women. 

According  to  Ettelbrick,  the  two  women, 
who  became  lovers  in  1977,  decided  to  have 
a  child  through  artificial  insemination.  The 
biological  mother  gave  birth  to  the  boy  in 
1981. 

The  Lambda  suit  claims  that  the 
women  “agreed  to  jointly  share  all  rights 
and  responsibilities  for  any  child  they  would 
have  together  as  co-parents.”  They  included 
both  of  their  surnames  in  giving  the  child  a 
name,  and  shared  all  financial  expenses  in¬ 
volved  in  pregnancy  and  birth.  Even  after 
the  two  women  separated,  the  non- 
biological  co-parent  continued  mortgage 
payments  on  the  jointly  owned  house  and 
continued  to  care  for  the  child  two  or  three 
days  per  week,  said  Ettelbrick. 

After  two  years  of  frequent  contact  bet¬ 
ween  the  non-biological  co-parent  and  the 
child,  the  biological  mother  restricted  the 
plaintiff’s  visits.  Eventually  she  ended  all 
contact  between  her  ex-lover  and  the  boy. 

Legal  briefs  filed  on  behalf  of  the 
biological  mother  maintain  that  the  courts 
have  consistently  denied  visitation  rights  to 
non-biological  parents.  The  argument  states 
that  the  biological  parent  has  the  absolute 
right  to  determine  who  visits  the  child.  The 
biological  mother  claims  in  the  briefs  that 
although  her  former  lover  has  not  abused 


the  child  in  any  way,  it  is  healthier  for  the 
child  to  be  raised  in  a  traditional  environ¬ 
ment. 

Ettelbrick  said  she  plans  to  appeal  the 
decision  on  behalf  of  her  client,  who  wishes 
not  to  be  identified  to  protect  the  identity  of 
the  child.  The  case  could  have  “revolu¬ 
tionary”  implications  for  the  legal  future  of 
lesbian  and  gay  parenting,  said  Ettelbrick, 
because  courts  have  rarely  recognized  the 
rights  of  non-biological  parents. 

One  notable  exception  is  a  recent  case  in 
which  a  California  judge  granted  custody  of 
16-year-old  Brian  Batey  to  the  gay  lover  of 
his  biological  father,  who  died  of  AIDS. 
Also  in  California,  courts  have  granted 
visitation  rights  to  several  straight  foster 
parents  whose  children  returned  to  their 
biological  parents. 

Ettelbrick  s^id  since  the  courts  have 
generally  been  reluctant  to  grant  rights  to 
heterosexual  non-biological  parents,  efforts 
to  have  the  rights  of  lesbian  non-biological 
parents  recognized  will  be  a  “long  battle.” 
She  said  changes  in  the  ways  families  are 
organized  warrant  recognition  of  non- 
biological  parents.  She  said  the  heterosexual 
couple  with  2.2  children  is  now  largely  a 
myth.  “Most  children  are  now  raised  in 
single-parent  [and  other  non-traditional] 
households.  We  must  push  the  courts  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  realism  of  family  life, ’’she  said. 

The  trend  over  the  last  10  years  among  les¬ 
bian  couples  to  have  children  by  artificial  in¬ 
semination  has  raised  many  legal  questions 
that  have  yet  to  be  resolved  by  the  courts, 
said  Ettelbrick.  “We  must  establish  the 
rights  of  lesbian  parents  in  anticipation  of 
custody  and  visitation  battles.” 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Lesbian  Rights 
Project  in  San  Francisco,  Karen  Strauss, 
told  GCN  lesbian  and  gay  couples  must  take 
steps  to  legalize  their  relationships.  She  said 
that  couples  who  include  each  other  in  wills 
Continued  on  page  1 0 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“This  will  correct  one  of  the  biggest  lies  ever 
written  about  me.” 

—  Pop  star  Whitney  Houston 
discussing  her  upcoming  marriage  to  a 
record  company  executive  and  its  presumed 
effect  on  the  long-standing  rumor  that 
Houston  is  a  lesbian. 

Oral  history  of  the 
Stonewall  riots 

NEW  YORK  —  Participants,  witnesses, 
police  officers,  Stonewall  Inn  employees, 
journalists,  public  officials  and  other  in¬ 
terested  and  involved  people  who  were  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  riots  in  June  1969  are  being 
sought  for  an  oral  history  of  the  Stonewall 
riots.  The  coordinator  of  the  project  is  also 
interested  in  interviewing  people  who  were 
not  at  the  riots  but  whose  lives  were  directly 
or  dramatically  affected  by  them.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  project  seeks  photographs,  fliers, 
clippings,  letters,  diary  entries,  and  any 
other  documentary  material  on  or  generated 
by  the  Stonewall  riots.  The  book  is  planned 
for  release  in  June  1989  to  help  celebrate  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  riots.  The  authors’ 
proceeds  from  the  book  will  be  used  to 
create  funds  for  gay  archives  and  historical 
work.  Contact  Michael  Scherker,  135 
Amersfort  Place  #6A,  Brooklyn,  NY  11210. 
(718)  434-6814. 

□  Michael  Scherker 

Contributors  sought 
for  book  about  gay 
South  Asians 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  collection  of  com¬ 
ing  out  stories  about  the  experiences  of  gay 
and  lesbian  South  Asians  is  scheduled  for 
publication  in  January  of  1989.  Submissions 
are  being  sought  from  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  are  of  Indian,  Pakistani,  Sri  Lankan, 
Bangladeshi,  Nepalese,  Tibetan  and 
Bhutani  descent. 

Manuscripts  should  be  five  to  ten  typed 
pages  and  according  to  the  editors,  “should 
address  issues  related  to  family,  friends, 
marriage,  religion,  intimacy,  cultural  con¬ 
text,  the  women’s  movement,  and  the 
general  process  of  coming  to  terms  with 
oneself.” 

Contributions  are  especially  encouraged 
from  South  Asian  lesbians  and  South  Asian 
lesbians  and  gay  men  living  on  the  subconti¬ 
nent,  Third  World  countries  and  Europe. 

Send  submissions  by  Sept.  30,  1988,  to 
Ravi  V.,  5300  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  #304, 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90021. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Lesbianas  T ejanas  to 
meet 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  —  Latina  lesbians 
in  Texas  have  organized  a  statewide  group 
called  ELLAS,  and  they  are  planning  their 
second  annual  retreat,  June  9-12.  ELLAS  is 
based  in  San  Antonio,  but  there  are  local 
groups  in  Austin  (ELLAS  y  que?)  and 
Houston  (AMIGA  —  All  Nlujeres  In¬ 
terested  in  Getting  Active). 

According  to  organizers,  the  purpose  of 


the  group  is  “the  validation  of  our  lives  as 
Lesbianas  (Latinas)  by  providing  various  ac- 
tivites  or  events  statewide  establishing  a 
communication  network  of  lesbianas  in 
Texas.”  The  upcoming  retreat  will  focus  on 
self-healing  issues  affecting  lesbianas,  and  is 
open  to  Texas  Latina  lesbians  as  well  as  les¬ 
bian  Tejanas  currently  living  elsewhere  in 
the  U.S. 

As  many  as  80  women  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  retreat,  and  among  those  making 
presentations  will  be  Tejana  Gloria  An- 
zaldua.  For  information,  write  ELLAS, 
P.O.  Box  1175,  San  Antonio,  TX  78294. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Gay  group  in  Ghana 
needs  support 

NKAWKAW,  GHANA  —  The  Gay 
Liberation  Group  (GLG)  here  is  a 
14-member  organization  which  currently 
meets  secretly  because  of  the  danger  of  com¬ 
ing  out  publicly.  The  group  requests  moral 
support  from  groups  and  individuals,  as 
well  as  financial  assistance  for  printing 
costs.  Write  to  Eric  Owusu  Agyeman, 
Secretary,  GLG,  P.O.  Box  282,  Nkawkaw- 
E/R,  Ghana,  West  Africa. 

□  John  Hubert 

Conference  for 
battered  lesbians  set 

LITTLE  ROCK,  AR  —  The  Lesbian 
Task  Force  of  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence  will  hold  a  con¬ 
ference  for  battered  lesbians  here  June  4  and 
5. 

Registration  for  the  conference  is  $10, 
and  participants  are  responsible  for  their 
own  food  and  lodging.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  write  to  Joyce  Grover,  Women’s  Tran¬ 
sitional  Care  Services,  P.O.  Box  633, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044,  or  call  (913)  841-6887. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Premier  issue  of 
les/gay  mag 
censored 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Producers  of  the 
new  quarterly  magazine  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  OUT/LOOK ,  were  forced  to  delay 
mailing  the  premier  issue  of  the  journal 
when  their  Philadelphia  printer  refused  to 
do  the  job.  According  to  OUT/LOOK  staff 


members,  a  spokesperson  for  Sheridan 
Press  said  two  of  the  graphics  in  the 
magazine  “would  be  offensive  to  his  staf¬ 
fers.” 

The  graphics  in  question  include  a  car¬ 
toon  accompanying  an  article  by  JoAnn 
Loulan  which  depicts  Loulan  as  a 
cheerleader  whose  pom-poms  are  identified 
as  “made  out  of  pubic  hair.”  The  other  ob¬ 
jectionable  item  is  a  picture  which  includes  a 
woman’s  bare  breasts. 

“Sheridan  knew  all  along  that 
OUT/LOOK  was  a  gay  and  lesbian 
magazine,”  said  staff  member  Kim 
Klausner.  “It’s  appalling  that  in  1988, 
playful  images  about  women’s  sexuality  are 
still  so  threatening  that  a  printer  would 
break  his  contract  and  try  to  censor  them,” 
added  Klausner. 

A  more  willing  printer  in  Michigan  took 
on  the  job,  and  the  First  issue  of  the 
magazine  hit  the  newsstands  on  March  5. 
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To  contact  the  magazine,  write  to 
OUT/LOOK,  P.O.  Box  146430,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Duke's  record  on 
gay  issues  publicized 
nationally 

BOSTON  —  Over  15,000  pamphlets 
detailing  presidential  contender  Michaejl 
Dukakis’  track  record  on  issues  of  concerji 
to  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  been 


WHERE  DOES  MICHAEL 
DUKAKIS  REALLY 
STAND  ON  LESBIAN 
AND  GAY  ISSUES? 


"Having  the  gays  against  you  isn't  the  worst 
thing  that  could  happen  to  a  presidential 
candidate."  Dukakis  advisers  in  response  to  foster 
care  protests 


"There  aren’t  enough  of  us  to  elect  a  president, 
Mike,  but  there  are  enough  of  us  to  make  sure  that 
you  don't  become  president."  David  Scondras.  openly 
gay  Boston  city  councillor 


distributed  to  organizations  and  individuals 
nationally.  The  pamphlet,  “Where  does 
Michael  Dukakis  Really  Stand  on  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Issues?”  is  produced  by  Boston’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC)  and  describes  the  Massachusetts 
governor’s  homophobic  foster  care  policy  as 
well  as  his  sluggish  leadership  on  gay  rights 
legislation  and  AIDS  funding. 

Marla  Erlien,  a  member  of  GLDC,  said 
the  response  to  the  mailings  has  been  huge. 
“We’ve  had  many  people  write  requesting 
pamphlets  and  a  lot  of  phone  calls  to  the 
GLDC  hotline,”  she  said.  Erlien  explained 
that  the  main  targets  of  the  mailings  were 
states  which  have  not  yet  held  presidential 
primary  elections.  She  added  that  GLDC 
will  continue  to  send  out  the  pamphlets,  but 
that  funds  for  printing  and  postage  are 
urgently  needed.  Contributions  can  be  sent 
to  GLDC,  Box  225,  Somerville,  MA  021 14. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Unique  opportunity 
for  feminists 
interested  in 
broadcasting 

BOSTON  —  Women  who  have  always 
wanted  to  get  involved  in  radio  broadcasting 
have  a  great  chance  to  receive  intensive 
training  in  all  aspects  of  creating  and  pro¬ 
ducing  a  feminist  radio  program. 

The  training  will  be  offered  by  a  teacher 
with  12  years  broadcast  experience  who  cur¬ 
rently  produces  the  weekly  feminist  radio 
show  “Say  It  Sister  (SIS).”  A  diverse  group 
of  women  committed  to  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  gay /lesbian  liberation  with  an 
awareness  of  ageism,  classism  and  ableism 
will  be  selected  and  trained  for  eight  weeks. 
The  group  will  then  be  responsible  for  the 
production  SIS. 

The  application  process  includes  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview  and  written  questionnaire. 
Academic  credit  may  be  possible  for 
students.  Training  fees  will  be  divided  by  the 
group  on  a  sliding  scale  basis,  and  classes 
will  meet  on  Saturdays  during  June  and  Ju¬ 
ly- 

W'omen  of  color  and  women  24  years  and 
older  are  especially  encouraged  to  apply. 
Contact  Jennifer  Abod,  (617)491-6851.  Ap¬ 
plications  are  due  by  April  25. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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South  Bay 
Veterinary 
Group 

587  Tremont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Ix>uis.  J.  Guida,  DVM 
BOSTON'S  FULL  SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


TAX  PREPARATION 

by 

Gordon  Parry 

Individual,  Partnership  & 
Corporate  Returns 

Two  Locations: 

Newbury  Street  •  Boston 
Washington  Street  •  Medford 

(617)  730-4103 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


IHfOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(617)  487-2501 


Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
...  if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends. .  .if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  •>' 


ACT  UP  Boston  stages  Bob  Andrews,  local  AIDS 

die  in  activist 


BOSTON  —  People  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  their  supporters  demonstrated  outside  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  on  March  24  to  protest  the  institution's  failure  to  explain  the  unavailability  of  aerosolized 
pentamidine  (AP).  This  potentially  lifesaving  treatment  -  widely  prescribed  in  other  cities  including  New 
York  and  San  Francisco  —  has  proven  effective  in  stemming  bouts  of  pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia  (PCP), 
the  illness  causing  the  largest  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths  in  the  U.S.  AP,  with  virtually  no  side  effects 
and  an  87  percent  success  rate  at  preventing  chronic  PCP,  is  only  available  to  a  handful  of  people  in  Boston 
through  two  small  health  centers. 

During  the  demonstration  planned  by  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash  Power),  protesters  criticized 
the  Boston  medical  community  for  dragging  its  feet  on  providing  AP.  They  targeted  Mass.  General,  a 
hospital  that  has  a  precedent-setting  effect  on  other  institutions  since  it  is  one  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases'  AIDS  Clinical  Trial  Units.  The  approximately  100  demonstrators  picketed, 
distributed  leaflets  and  dropped  to  the  sidewalk  in  a  staged  "die-in”  to  dramatize  that  the  AIDS  death  toll 
spirals  in  the  face  of  bureaucratic  sluggishness. 

"Why  is  aerosolized  pentamidine  taking  so  long  to  get  here!"  asked  Steve  Buzby  of  ACT  UP/Boston. 
“This  is  a  life  and  death  issue  —  we  cannot  tolerate  this  delay.”  DElizabeth  Pincus 


Rides 

Continued  from  page  I 

to  southern  gay  men  and  lesbians  he  met  at 
February’s  War  Conference,  a  lesbian/gay 
strategy  meeting  held  near  Washington,  D.C. 
Bolstered  by  a  great  show  of  interest,  Petrelis 
solicited  help  at  the  Feb.  29  meeting  of  New 
York  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power).  He  received  further  offers  of  support, 
including  donations  to  help  finance  the  Freedom 
Ride’s  first  stretch  and  the  assistance  of 
volunteers  Neil  Broome  and  Frank  Smithson. 
With  initial  endorsements  from  a  number  of  les¬ 
bian/gay  and  civil  rights  groups  —  including  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Coalition  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Project  in  Durham, 
North  Carolina  —  the  Freedom  Ride  began 
touring  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina  on  March  5. 

“As  members  of  ACT  UP,”  Broome  said, 
“we  want  to  show  that  you  can  speak  out,  and 
also  we  want  to  show  that  there  is  a  growing 
sense  of  community  among  gay  people.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  to  outreach  to  gay  groups  in  other 
cities.  A  national  organizing  process  must  begin 
to  fight  the  growing  right-wing  sentiment  against 
our  existence.” 

As  the  Freedom  Ride  proceeded  through  the 
Carolinas  in  early  March,  local  activists  joined 
the  New  Yorkers.  Traveling  in  a  pick-up  truck 
lent  by  gay  activist  Robert  Sheets  from 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  the  group  staged 
“kiss-ins,”  press  conferences,  meetings  with 
legislators  and  rallies  at  such  places  as  Heritage 
Park,  an  evangelical  theme  park  and  former 
home  of  bible  thumpers  Jim  Bakker  and  Tammy 
Bakker.  They  toured  bars  and  other  lesbian/gay 
venues  and  encouraged  people  to  vote.  At 
every  stop,  the  activists  displayed  a  quilt 
created  by  residents  of  Bailey  House,  a  New 
York  home  for  PWAs.  The  quilt  —  now  com¬ 
prising  25  panels  —  memorializes  people  who 
have  died  of  AIDS. 

‘ ‘  [The  quilt]  gives  people  a  chance  to  see  a  visi¬ 
ble  symbol  about  the  AIDS  crisis,”  stated 
Sheets,  who  said  he  was  pleased  the  nor¬ 
therners  had  come  south.  “We  hope  this 
Freedom  Ride  will  spur  people  towards  ac¬ 
tivism.” 

Among  their  stops,  the  Freedom  Riders  in¬ 
cluded  the  Raleigh  office  of  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-NC)  to  protest  anti-gay  legislation  he  pushed 
through  Congress  last  October  which  restricts 
funding  for  AIDS  education  materials.  Petrelis 
reported  Helms’  legislative  aides  were 
unresponsive,  though  local  press  coverage  of 
this  action  and  others  garnered  extensive 
publicity  for  the  causes  of  the  Freedom  Ride. 

Traveling  in  their  truck  festooned  with  a  bold 
“Gay  and  Lesbian  Freedom  Ride”  banner,  the 
group  also  was  occasionally  met  with  hostility. 
While  they  leafletted  the  State  Capitol  in 


Raleigh,  some  onlookers  hurled  insults  and 
epithets.  Petrelis  said  they  cancelled  a  stop  plan¬ 
ned  for  Wilmington,  North  Carolina  due  to 
rumors  of  retaliation  by  hate  groups  such  as  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the  White  Patriot ’s  Party. 

Broome  noted  that  these  groups  actively  in¬ 
timidate  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “Three  people 
were  recently  killed  in  a  gay  bookstore  in  North 
Carolina,”  he  explained.  “People  are  fearful  of 
coming  out  of  the  closet .  T wo  people  told  me 
that  they  would  wear  face  masks  at  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  would  be  afraid  to  start  a  phone  tree 
because  the  list  of  names  might  get  out.” 

According  to  Petrelis,  an  atmosphere  of 
hostility  is  all  the  more  reason  to  push  forward 
the  concerns  of  lesbians,  gay  men  and  PWAs. 
“When  Black  people  struggled  for  their  rights, 
civil  rights  leaders  went  to  Alabama,”  Petrelis 
said.  “They  did  not  stay  in  New  York  City.  We 
are  going  south  to  make  our  point.” 

Petrelis  detoured  away  from  southern  ac¬ 
tivities  to  visit  Chicago  and  help  draw  attention 
to  lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS  issues  during  the  Illinois 
primary  March  16.  Joined  by  Chicago  activists, 
he  displayed  the  Bailey  House  quilt  at  a  rally 
similar  to  an  earlier  action  held  in  Manchester, 
New  Hampshire  during  the  presidential 
season’s  first  primary.  At  that  mid-February 
event,  Petrelis  was  accompanied  by  fellow 
Bailey  House  resident  James  Reed.  Petrelis  has 
dedicated  the  Freedom  Ride  to  Reed,  who  died 
of  a  heart  attack  a  week  after  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  rally. 

The  Freedom  Ride  focuses  southward  again 
as  the  presidential  conventions  draw  near. 
Petrelis  explained  the  riders  hope  to  keep  in¬ 
sisting  that  concerns  of  lesbians,  gay  men  and 
PWAs  be  included  in  the  campaign.  “It  may  be  a 
rough  ride,”  he  said,  “but  we  need  to  see  them 
raising  our  issues  in  a  positive  way.” 

Organizers  are  currently  raising  funds  and 
stepping  up  outreach  to  southern  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  areas  from  Atlanta  to  New  Orleans. 
The  planned  route  will  meander  to  include  as 
many  states  as  possible  during  the  summer  ride. 
Further  organizing  is  expected  to  take  place  this 
month  at  the  Southeast  Lesbian  and  Gay  Con¬ 
ference  slated  for  April  15-18  in  Atlanta. 

“I’m  very  pleased  the  Freedom  Ride  is  coming 
here,”  said  Leland  Wykoff,  a  gay  activist  from 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  a  small  town  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  state.  “It  represents  a 
great  opportunity  to  grab  attention  and  pull 
people  together  in  one  fell  swoop.” 

□filed  from  Boston 


BOSTON  —  Bob  Andrews,  38,  a  foun¬ 
ding  member  of  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee  and  a  longtime  local  activist,  died  in 
Boston  March  26.  He  leaves  his  partner 
Steve  Donato  and  an  extensive  family  of 
friends  including  Roberta,  Joyce  and  Jim. 
He  is  also  survived  by  his  father  Whiting,  his 
mother  Jane  and  his  brothers  Whiting,  Jr., 
Tommy  and  Johnny  as  well  as  his  grand¬ 
mothers  Ellen  and  Eunice. 

Bob  was  a  board  member  and  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  Gay  Community  News  from 
1978  until  1986,  as  well  as  an  administrative 
assistant  and  volunteer  counselor  for  the 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
(later  named  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services)  between  1976  and  1978.  During  his 
time  at  GCN  Bob  also  contributed  writings 
about  AIDS  and  pressed  early  on  to  include 
greater  coverage  of  the  epidemic,  sharing  his 

1  extensive  knowledge  with  reporters  and 

|  anybody  who  would  listen. 

|  After  helping  to  found  AAC,  he  served 

2  on  the  board  and  later  was  their  first  media 
coordinator.  He  also  served  as  a  “buddy,” 
providing  service  and  companionship  to 
some  of  Boston’s  first  persons  with  AIDS. 

While  Bob  is  remembered  by  many  for  his 
work  with  AAC,  HCHS  and  GCN,  he  was 
also  known  for  the  hundreds  of  balloons  he 
showered  on  the  Gay  Pride  march  each  year 
as  it  came  by  his  apartment  on  Charles  St. 
He  also  played  the  theme  song  “Chariots  of 
Fire”  as  thousands  of  women  started  on 
their  first  leg  of  the  Bonne  Belle  10K  road 
race  each  October. 

An  avid  gardener  and  amateur  naturalist, 
he  belonged  to  the  Fenway  Garden  Society 
where  he  worked  a  plot  fron  1980  to  1986  in 
the  Fenway  Victory  Garden.  He  cared  for 
animals  since  he  was  a  youngster,  working 
for  the  Pensacola  Zoo  when  he  was  in  high 
school  and  later  for  a  Pensacola,  Florida, 
veterinarian. 

Although  it  pained  him,  Bob  found  new 
homes  for  his  dog  Carrie,  and  his  two  cats 
Karma  and  Petruska  shortly  after  he  was 
diagnosed,  believing  others  could  care  for 
them  better. 

Bob  began  his  coming  out  process  in  1967 
when  he  was  16,  and  eventually  founded 
Parents  of  Gays  in  1975  in  Pensacola,  where 
he  was  born  and  raised.  An  army  veteran, 
Bob  told  recruiters  he  was  gay  when  he  was 
first  drafted  but,  after  a  psychiatric  evalua¬ 
tion,  the  military  refused  to  believe  him, 
enlisted  him,  and  sent  him  to  San  Francisco 
in  1970. 

Bob  volunteered  for  a  longitudinal  study 
of  gay  men  at  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  (where  he  was  Unit  Manager  for 
Outpatient  Psychiatry),  when  AIDS  was 
just  penetrating  the  consciousness  of 
Boston’s  gay  community.  It  was  as  part  of 
that  study  that  Bob  took  the  antibody  test  in 
1984  even  before  it  became  available  to  the 
general  public  a  year  later.  When  Bob  found 
he  was  positive,  in  the  open  spirit  he  was 
known  for,  he  wrote  an  editorial  for  GCN 


Nashville 

Continued  from  page  I 

brought  150  people  together  to  demand 
state  money  for  AIDS  education  and  ser¬ 
vices.  The  demonstrators  also  called  for  the 
restoration  of  an  anti-discrimination  law  of¬ 
fering  job  protections  for  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs). 

Many  members  of  the  new  ACT  UP 
belong  to  other  Nashville  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Tennessee  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  (T-GALA)  and  an  AIDS  direct  ser¬ 
vices  group,  Nashville  CARES.  Lesbian 
Carole  Cunningham  explained  the  activists 
also  felt  a  need  for  a  local  ACT  UP  to  stage 
immediate  “zap”  actions  when  necessary. 
“We  needed  to  gather  a  body  of  people  who 
could  be  involved  in  high  profile  protests  on 
a  moment’s  notice,”  Cunningham  said. 
“We  wanted  to  avoid  the  bureaucracy  that 
often  stymies  the  South.” 

The  activists  —  who  took  inspiration 
from  New  York’s  ACT  UP  —  met  several 
members  of  the  original  group  who  traveled 
to  Nashville  in  mid-March  to  stir  some  dust 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Presidential  AIDS  Com¬ 
mission.  Convening  at  the  request  of  Col¬ 
leen  Conway  Welch,  a  Commission  member 
and  dean  of  Vanderbilt  University’s  nursing 
school,  the  Commission  drew  protest  from 
AIDS  activists  across  the  U.S.  While 
acknowledging  the  Commission’s  recent 


Bob  Andrews 


telling  of  the  emotional  devastation  the 
news  could  bring  and  warning  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  surrounding  the  test. 

As  a  result  of  the  study,  which  is  still 
ongoing,  researchers  have  tracked  the 
natural  history  of  AIDS  and  also  have  made 
some  discoveries  about  how  the  immune 
system  functions  in  the  face  of  the  human 
immunodeficiency  virus. 

Bob  was  known  by  friends  and  those  he 
worked  with  as  compassionate  to  those 
around  him  and  passionate  in  his  beliefs. 
When  he  and  Steve  were  recently  refused  an 
apartment  because  they  were  gay,  they  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Fair  Housing  Commission 
and  won.  He  also  brought  suit,  through  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  against  his  dentist  who  refused 
him  treatment  after  he  had  been  his  patient 
for  some  time. 

Bob  had  boundless  energy  and  generosi¬ 
ty,  contributing  to  the  political  work  of  the 
gay  community  while  developing  strong 
friendships  with  many  men  and  women  in 
and  outside  of  the  community.  He  was 
always  ready  to  fight  injustice,  help  the 
underdog  and  be  a  friend.  Bob  was  sensitive 
and  kind,  to  the  very  end  giving  his  time  to 
prepare  friends  and  himself  for  his  death. 

A  memorial  service  will  be  held  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church  on  April  8  at  7:00  p.m.  In 
lieu  of  flowers,  contributions  can  be  made 
to  GLAD  and  AAC.  □ 


adoption  of  more  progressive  positions  on 
various  AIDS  issues,  members  from  ACT 
UP,  T-GALA  and  other  groups  vehemently 
denounced  the  Commission’s  invitation  of 
homophobic  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer 
(R-CA)  to  the  meeting. 

About  25  protesters  picketed  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  March  17  to  decry  Dannemeyer’s 
support  for  mandatory  HIV  testing  and 
reporting  of  HIV-positivity.  Six  of  them 
stormed  the  meeting  arm-in-arm  and 
declared  to  Dannemeyer,  “We  won’t 
tolerate  your  stupidity.”  The  daytime  rally 
was  applauded  by  other  AIDS  activists  in 
town  to  testify  about  AIDS-related 
discrimination.  They  included  Abby 
Rubenfeld  of  New  York’s  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Ben  Schatz,  director  of  the 
AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project  in  San  Francisco. 

“It  was  a  minimalist  kind  of  protest,” 
said  Gerry  Scoppettuolo,  a  gay  man  involv¬ 
ed  in  labor  organizing  and  AIDS  activism. 
“But  we’re  keeping  up  the  pressure  and 
making  AIDS  an  urgent  issue  in  Nashville. 
Something’s  really  happening  with  all  our 
frustration  and  anger  over  AIDS.” 

Scoppettuolo,  who  helped  initiate 
Nashville’s  ACT  UP,  called  the  protest  a 
“tonic”  amidst  difficult  times  for  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  PWAs.  Homophobic  backlash 
in  Nashville  includes  a  recent  police  sting 
operation  which  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  40 
Continued  on  page  5 
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Membership  Update 

The  next  membership  meeting  —  open  to  all  board, 
staff  and  ongoing  volunteers  —  is  WEDNESDAY 
APRIL  1 3  from  6-9  p.m.  and  will  primarily  consist  of 
a  workshop/discussion  on  class  issues  at  GCN.  The 
class  discussion  takes  place  as  part  of  organizing  ef¬ 
forts  to  create  a  supplement  on  class  politics  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement.  See  Speaking  Out  this 
issue  for  more  information.  We  will  also  be 
nominating  new  board  members  at  the  April 
meeting. 

The  group  gathered  at  the  March  6  membership 
meeting  decided  to  replace  the  half-time  staff 
distribution  position  with  an  outside  distribution 
company.  They  also  decided  to  continue  printing 
the  monthly  book  supplement  until  the  May 
meeting,  at  which  point  those  gathered  will  address 
the  difficulty  of  producing  and  funding  the  supple¬ 
ment. 

Again,  all  members  are  encouraged  to  join  us 
April  13  (and  to  bring  food  to  share).  Call  426-4469 
with  any  questions. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Food  addiction  is  a  killer 

Dear  GCN: 

Divine  died  of  obesity. 

When  someone  weighs  over  300  pounds 
and  dies  at  home  of  asphyxiation,  the  cause 
of  death  is  clear.  As  surely  as  John  Belushi 
died  of  cocaine  abuse,  Divine  died  of 
overeating.  And  yet  nowhere  in  the  press 
have  I  seen  this  discussed. 

Is  our  community  afraid  to  discuss  obe¬ 
sity  as  a  cause  of  death  because  of  Fat 
Liberation?  Recognizing  obesity  as  a  health 
hazard  does  not  contradict  the  desire  to  wipe 
out  discrimination  against  fat  people.  Not 
everyone  who  weighs  more  than  the  in¬ 
surance  charts  “ideal”  weights  has  a  food 
problem.  And  it  is  true  that  yo-yo  dieting 
and  bulemic  behavior  cause  as  much  harm 
as  obesity. 

Nevertheless,  obesity  and  other  food  ad¬ 
diction/obsession  behaviors  are  deadly. 
While  I  appreciated  the  help  in  learning  to 
respect  myself  when  I  was  fat,  and  while  I 
still  am  incensed  at  the  public  humiliation  of 
and  overt  job  discrimination  against  fat  peo¬ 
ple,  let  me  tell  you,  I  am  far  healthier  now  at 
a  steady  145  than  I  was  when  my  weight 
wavered  between  190  and  205.  To  be  con¬ 
demned  to  carry  an  extra  half-body,  day  in, 
day  out,  across  my  ordinary  frame  —  what 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment!  And  yet  I 
walked,  every  day,  with  the  exhaustion,  the 
constant  sweating,  the  body  odor,  the  open 
sores  on  my  thighs  that  came  with  that 
punishment.  (  1  '  . 

But,  as  the  cliche  goes,  I  was  unable  to 
stop  overeating.  As^  alcoholics  turn  to 
alcohol,  as  addicts  turh  to  drugs,  I  turned  to 
food  when  life  wasn’t  going  as  I  wished.  I 
hope  not  to  sound'  like  a  zealot,  but 
Overeaters  Anonymous  (OA)  has  helped  me 
to  live  calmly  in  life  as  it  is,  instead  of  as  I 
would  like  it  to  be.  Instead  of  a  diet,  instead 
of  shame  and  failing  attempts  to  control 
through  some  “correct”  scheme  of  eating,  I 
have  found  acceptance,  fellowship,  self- 
respect,  and  a  practical  approach  to  food.  I 
have  been  freed  from  my  obsession  with 
food  and  myself  and  have  become  involved 
with  the  feminist  and  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munities,  no  longer  needing  to  hide  out  in¬ 
side  food  and  books. 

Not  everyone  with  a  potbelly,  not 
everyone  who  looks  forward  to  a  big  fancy 
meal,  is  a  food  addict.  Certainly  at  145,  the 
weight  that  seems  healthiest  to  myself  and 
my  doctors,  I  cannot  be  called  thin.  Con¬ 
versely,  not  every  food  addict  is  fat  —  starv¬ 
ing  or  binging  and  purging  are  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  the  obsession  that  are  as  dangerous 
as  obesity. 

But  food  addiction  is  a  killer  —  at  300 
pounds,  at  85  pounds,  at  the  many  varieties 
in  between.  Within  OA  1  know  many  who 
no  longer  need  their  medication  for 
diabetes,  high  blood  pressure,  heart  pro¬ 
blems,  or  whose  damaged  throats  and  elec¬ 


trolytes  have  been  healed.  In  the  greater 
Boston  area,  there  are  several  OA  meetings 
every  day,  with  quite  a  number  of  active  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  Meetings  are  open  to  all, 
with  no  fees  or  requirements  for  attendance. 
Every  Sunday  night,  an  exclusively  lesbian 
group  meets  at  the  D.O.B.  office  at  the  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1353  Mass. 
Ave.,  just  outside  of  Harvard  Square. 

Perhaps  Divine’s  death  will  jolt  even  one 
overeater  into  seeking  help.  Fat  or  not,  we 
deserve  more  than  respect  —  we  deserve 
health  and  freedom  from  the  obsession  with 
food. 

Yours, 
Ellen  G. 

(name  withheld  by  request) 

Todos  son  pillos  (they  are  all 
thieves) 

Dear  GCN: 

My  issues  of  GCN  usually  arrive  here  in 
Puerto  Rican  batches,  all  out  of  order 
sometimes  as  much  as  two  months  old.  Thus 
I  can  rarely  respond  to  an  issue  while  it  is 
fresh.  Some  readers  are  tired  of  letters  and 
articles  concerning  prisoners,  but  I  think 
that  these  items  should  never  be  allowed  to 
become  stale.  I  have  supported  the  prisoner 
project  for  several  years  by  contributing  to 
the  general  fund  for  prisoners  and  by  paying 
for  subscriptions  for  specific  prisoners. 

My  history  of  writing  to  prisoners  goes 
way  back,  and  some  readers  may  be  in¬ 
terested  in  my  experiences.  My  very  first  ex¬ 
perience  may  not  be  really  “fair,”  but  I  tell 
it  because  it  makes  a  point.  In  the  winter  of 
1954/55  my  late  lover  was  imprisoned  in  the 
Navy  while  being  court  martialed.  Unaware 
that  he  and  I  had  been  under  investigation 
by  the  FBI  for  several  years  and  that  Naval 
Intelligence  had  been  reading  our  cor¬ 
respondence  at  least  since  his  induction,  I 
naively  wrote  some  things  during  the  court 
martial  that  caused  him  excruciating  embar¬ 
rassment  with  the  persecuting  officers. 
When  he  was  discharged  as  a  homosexual 
and  told  me  about  the  FBI  files  on  both  of 
us,  the  court  martial  procedure,  etc.,  I  ex¬ 
pressed  regret  for  any  problems  I  had  caused 
him  with  my  letters.  He  admitted  that  some 
of  my  letters  had  given  the  officers  material 
with  which  to  harrass  him,  but  he  added, 
“Without  your  letters  I  could  not  have  got 
through  the  ordeal.” 

My  first  experience  in  writing  to  a  civilian 
prisoner  occurred  in  the  early  1970s  when  a 
man  in  another  state  who  had  become  an 
artist  in  prison  wrote  to  the  president  of  my 
college  to  request  an  exhibition  and  sale  of 
his  art.  The  president  granted  his  request, 
and  the  project  became  my  responsibility. 
Of  course  it  required  considerable  corres¬ 
pondence.  The  exhibition  was  a  great  suc¬ 
cess,  and  the  prisoner  told  me  afterwards 
that  we  sold  more  of  his  work  than  any  other 
exhibition.  I  compiled  a  bibliography  of 
material  in  the  college  library  about  prisons 
and  prisoners.  The  graphics  department 
printed  it  beautifully,  and  we  placed  copies 
by  all  the  showcases  as  hand  outs.  One  of 
the  art  teachers  sent  his  art  therapy  class  to 
study  the  works  in  the  exhibit  and  to  write 
criticisms.  Then  as  a  class  project  they  wrote 
individual  letters  to  the  prisoner. 

In  my  annual  Christmas  newsletter  I  told 
about  all  this.  When  the  prisoner  next  went 
before  the  parole  board,  he  took  his  file  of 
correspondence  and  the  newsletter  as 
evidence  of  his  rehabilitation.  The  parole 
board  granted  him  a  parole  after  he  had 
served  some  twenty-eight  years  of  a  life 
sentence.  He  was  paroled  to  an  art  teacher  in 
my  state  and  in  a  town  near  enough  for  me 
to  visit.  When  we  met  in  person,  he  told  me 
that  he  was  convinced  that  my  newsletter 
was  the  deciding  factor  in  his  achieving 
parole.  All  previous  requets  had  been  denied 
because  he  had  shot  and  killed  his  victim  in 
an  armed  robbery.  The  convicting  judge  had 
called  him  a  brutal,  cold-blooded  murderer. 
I  did  visit  the  man  periodically  for  some 
months,  but  eventually  we  lost  contact.  But 
I  felt  very  good  when  he  was  released  and 
credited  my  support  as  being  instrumental. 

My  next  correspondence  with  a  prisoner 
began  in  December  1981.  I  responded  to  a 
letter  in  RFD  from  a  boy-lover.  The  con¬ 
troversy  of  boy-love  had  been  raging  in 
GCN,  and  I  wanted  to  have  an  extended 
discussion  with  a  boy-lover.  We  exchanged 
long  letters  about  boy-love  and  a  multitude 
of  other  topics.  When  I  became  involved 
with  an  eighteen-year -old  student  who  was 
trying  to  come  to  terms  with  his  homosex¬ 
uality,  my  boy-loving  prisoner  guided  me 
through  that  harrowing  experience,  until  my 
student  and  I  developed  a  firm  and  lasting 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


relationship.  Without  that  boy-loving 
prisoner’s  letters  I  would  have  abandoned 
the  teenager  long  before  he  matured  enough 
to  form  a  lasting  bond.  The  boy-lover  was 
released  in  September  1987,  and  we  still  cor¬ 
respond. 

Early  in  1982  two  black  prisoners  who 
had  seen  my  name  in  the  Black  and  White 
Men  Together  journal  wrote  to  request  let¬ 
ters.  One  was  in  his  mid-thirties,  the  other 
late-forties.  I  replied  with  statements  as  to 
what  1  would  and  would  not  do  in  a  corres¬ 
pondence.  Both  accepted,  and  we  began  a 
correspondence  that  in  one  case  continues.  I 
have  not  heard  from  the  other  for  several 
months  and  so  do  not  know  his  situation. 
The  one  who  is  continuing  likes  to  fantasize 
that  we  are  having  a  passionate  affair.  At 
times  I  indulge  him  by  writing  sexy  letters, 
though  that  is  not  my  preference.  At  other 
times  I  remind  him  that  it  is  his  fantasy,  not 
mine.  Neither  has  asked  for  much.  If  at 
times  I  have  given  more  than  I  said  I  would 
at  the  beginning,  well,  I  have  a  right  to 
change  my  mind.  I  still  remain  in  control  of 
my  own  finances. 

About  two  years  ago  I  wrote  to  a  prisoner 
whose  plea  for  letters  in  GCN  moved  me. 
We  do  not  write  often,  but  we  are  still  cor¬ 
responding.  In  between,  since  1981/82,  I 
have  had  letters  from  a  number  of  other 
prisoners,  with  contact  ranging  from  one  ex¬ 
change  to  several  exchanges  in  a  couple  of 
years.  I  always  answer  a  contact  letter  with  a 
substantial  letter  of  my  own.  If  someone  has 
taken  the  time  to  write  to  me,  I  feel  that  he 
deserves  a  frank,  straightforward,  friendly 
reply.  If  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  on  an¬ 
other  pen  pal,  all  it  costs  me  is  the  time  for 
one  letter  and  a  stamp.  When  a  prisoner  no 
longer  needs  my  letters  and  does  not  reply 
to,  say,  two  letters,  I  accept  that  the  contact 
has  ended. 

Sometimes  I  send  a  postcard  when  I  see  in 
a  prisoner’s  letter  in  GCN  that  he  collects 
post  cards,  or  a  note  with  some  stamps  to  a 
stamp  collector.  Once  in  a  great  while  I  write 
a  one-time-only  support  letter.  If  I  think  a 
prisoner  is  trying  to  lead  me  into  a  scam  (as 
happened  to  a  friend),  I  end  the  correspon¬ 
dence;  but  that  has  happened  only  once, 
maybe  twice. 

For  those  readers  of  GCN  who  oppose  the 
prison  project  I  suggest  writing  to  just  one 
prisoner  so  as  to  learn  that,  like  everybody 
else,  prisoners  are  individuals  and  no  two 
are  exactly  alike.  After  all,  becoming  a  pen 
pal  need  not  become  a  lifetime  commitment 
on  either  part. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  narrate  a  bemusing 
observation  I  have  made  about  life  in  rural 
Puerto  Rico.  When  I  bought  my  house,  peo¬ 
ple  in  my  neighborhood  where  I  lived  before 
told  me,  “Todos  son  pillos  alii”  (They  are 
all  thieves  down  there).  People  in  the  com¬ 
munity  where  I  live  now  say  of  the  barrio  I 
moved  from,  ‘‘Todos  son  pillos  alii.”  Of  the 
neighborhood  just  down  the  main  road 
from  my  house,  my  neighbors  say,  ‘‘Todos 
son  pillos  alii.”  They  do  not  know  anyone 
from  the  other  neighborhoods  and  so  are 
suspicious  of  all.  I  know  there  are  thieves, 
because  somenone  tried  to  break  into  my 
house.  But  I  have  learned  to  know  some 
very  fine  people  in  each  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  I  think  there  may  be  a  lesson  in  this 
observation  for  GCN  readers  and  the  prison 
project. 

In  support, 
Glenn  L.  Sitzman 
Mayaguez,  Puerto  Rico 


Mask  &  gloves  in  courtroom 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Tina  Gemi  and  I  am  presently 
incarcerated  in  the  State  Correctional  In¬ 
stitution  for  Women  at  Muncy.  I  am  writing 
you  in  regards  to  your  article  on  ‘‘Prisoners 
with  AIDS.” 

I  am  a  23  year  old  woman  testing  positive 
for  the  HIV  virus  serving  a  sentence  of  2Vi 
to  V/i  years.  I  feel  that  I  was  highly 
discriminated  against  when  I  was  sentenced 
due  to  the  fact  that  I  have  AIDS.  The  reason 
I  feel  this  way  is  because  I  was  made  to  wear 
a  mask  and  rubber  gloves  in  the  courtroom 
and  the  Judge  stated  that  society  needed  to 
be  protected  against  me  and  that  Muncy 
would  be  better  equipped  to  deal  with  me 
medically. 

I  was  sentenced  on  two  technical  proba¬ 
tion  violations  and  really  should’ve  been  let 
go  on  account  of  these  charges  not  really  be¬ 
ing  serious.  There  was  no  new  arrest,  only  I 
didn’t  report  to  my  P.O.  (Probation  Of¬ 
ficer]  and  my  continued  use  of  narcotics. 
These  charges  normally  carry  a  3-6  month 
sentence  but  I  received  instead  2‘/2  to  7V6 


years.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
only  reason  for  this  amount  of  time  is  for  the 
fact  that  I  have  the  AIDS  virus. 

As  of  right  now  I’m  healthy  and  am  show¬ 
ing  no  symptoms  of  having  the  disease,  but 
who’s  to  say  I  won’t  within  these  2Yi  years.  I 
feel  that  I  have  received  a  death  sentence. 

I  have  a  5  year  old  son  who  I  need  to  be 
with  at  this  time.  I  don’t  know  how  much 
longer  I  have  left  to  live,  therefore,  I  am 
willing  to  do  everything  within  my  power  to 
see  that  I  am  treated  fairly.  I  have  appealed 
my  sentence  to  the  Superior  Court  and  at 
this  point  I  would  like  to  inform  people  of 
what  has  happened  to  me.  Any  help  you 
could  give  me  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Tina  Gemi 

_  Box  180  — 8166 

■  Muncy,  PA  17756 

Penpals  needed  for  prisoners 
with  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  incarcerated  at  Vacaville  Prison.  I 
am  isolated  and  alone  from  the  main  prison 
population  because  I  do  have  AIDS.  In  fact 
there  are  157  men  with  AIDS/ARC  in  the 
small  unit  where  I  am  housed.  Many  of  us 
are  abandoned  by  friends,  family,  lovers 
and  spiritual  comforters.  And  this  is  why  I 
am  reaching  out  to  you.  Hopefully  you  can 
help  ease  our  arduous  struggle.  We  are  all  in 
need  of  penpals.  Things  are  very  difficult 
right  now  but  with  your  help  our  load  will 
not  be  so  overbearing.  We  are  simply  seek¬ 
ing  friendship.  People  willing  to  correspond 
with  us,  please  write  us  at  this  address  and 
you’ll  get  a  prompt  reply. 

Kevin  Blackburn 
C- 12082  (L-115) 
PO  Box  2000 
Vacaville,  CA  95696 


Eddie  Murphy  at  a  gay  bar? 

Dear  GCN: 

One  night  recently,  while  at  the  Paradise 
bar,  I  was  surprised  to  see  that  a  movie  star¬ 
ring  Eddie  Murphy  was  being  shown. 

I  asked  the  manager  if  he  was  aware  that 
on  numerous  occasions  Eddie  Murphy  has 
viciously  attacked  the  gay  community,  as 
well  as  people  with  AIDS.  He  replied  that  he 
was  well  aware  of  that.  I  then  asked  him  why 
he  was  allowing  the  movie  to  be  shown.  He 
answered  that  it  didn’t  bother  him  at  all. 

Well,  it  certainly  bothers  me.  Allowing 
material  by  Murphy  to  be  shown  is  an  af¬ 
front  to  those  in  our  community  who  are  of¬ 
fended  by  this  homophobe.  Maybe  soon  at 
the  Paradise  we  can  look  forward  to  seeing  a 
sermon  or  two  by  Jerry  Falwell. 

_  David  Candeias 

Boston,  MA 


Ollie  North  and  the  other 
cartoon  characters 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Boston  Herald. 

Dear  Sir: 

Reading  Mr.  Buchanan’s  commentary  of 
3/23/88  reminds  me  of  a  two-year-old  child 
throwing  a  temper  tantrum,  because  he  did 
not  get  his  way.  Mr.  Buchanan  has  scream¬ 
ed,  ‘‘Foul!  Obscene!”  If  following  through 
after  a  criminal  investigation,  and  indicting 
people  who  have  broken  the  law,  puts  him  in 
this  kind  of  tizzy,  can  you  imagine  the 
cerebral  hemorrhage  he  must  have  had  when 
ketchup  was  not  classified  as  a  vegetable? ! 

The  indictments  against  Lt.  Colonel 
Oliver  North,  and  the  rest  of  the  cartoon 
characters  who  were  involved  in  the  Iran- 
Contra  scandal  are  not  obscene.  What  is  tru¬ 
ly  obscene  however,  is  that  while  Ronald 
Reagan  was  forgetting,  and  Ollie  North  was 
shredding,  over  twenty-four  thousand  peo¬ 
ple  have  died  from  AIDS.  Obscenity  is 
watching  the  President  of  the  United  States 
turn  off  his  hearing-aid  to  the  cries  of 
anguish  and  pain  of  those  who  suffer  from 
this  disease. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  while  watching 
the  conduct  of  President  Goofy,  and  the  rest 
of  his  Walt  Disney  cabinet  throughout  this 
whole  mess,  I  realized  why  birth  control  pills 
were  invented. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  M.  Gale 
Boston,  MA 


Examining  class  issues  at 
GCN  and  in  the 
lesbian/gay  community 


By  Laurie  Sherman  and  Pam  Mitchell 

For  over  two  years  GCN  staffers  have 
been  talking  about  creating  a  supplement 
about  the  relationship  of  class  politics  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  The  two  of  us 
finally  got  together  and  submitted  proposals 
to  a  few  grant  foundations  to  fund  the  pro¬ 
ject.  We  have  received  money  from 
Hay  market  People ’s  Fund,  Resist,  and  the 
Boston  Women’s  Fund.  One  piece  of  the 
project  we  think  wilt  be  challenging  and 
rewarding  for  the  paper  is  a  somewhat  inter¬ 
nal  dialogue  about  the  relationship  of  class 
issues  to  GCN  itself. 

Our  discussion  on  the  topic  will  be 
WEDNESDA  Y APRIL  13 from  6-9 p.m.  at 
the  GCN  office.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  piece 
below  —  excerpted  from  the  grant  proposals 
—  will  stimulate  some  dialogue.  Anyone 
who  is  or  has  been  an  ongoing  volunteer  at 
the  paper  is  encouraged  to  attend  the  April 
13  discussion.  Other  readers  are  invited  to 
submit  pieces  for  the  supplement  on  the 
topics  below  or  on  other  related  topics. 
Readers  who  are  working  class  and/or  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  should  contact  Laurie  or 
Stephanie  at  GCN  (426-4469)  if  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  being  on  the  supplement  coor¬ 
dinating  committee. 

Gay  identity  cuts  across  lines  of  class, 
race,  gender  and  age.  Many  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement’s  most  significant 
organizers  and  hell-raisers  from  Stonewall 
on  have  come  from  non-privileged 
backgrounds  and  have  identified  as 
members  of  other  oppressed  groups  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  gay  community.  Yet  when  the 
mainstream  media  bothers  to  discuss  us  at 
all,  it  portrays  the  entire  gay  community  as  a 
sea  of  white,  affluent,  consumer-oriented 
males. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  press  itself  consistent¬ 
ly  fails  to  note  the  diversity  of  our  communi¬ 
ty.  Images  perpetuated  by  movement  media 
do  not  simply  mirror,  but  also  shape  the 
character  of  the  movement,  ignoring  or 
locking  out  some  potential  participants, 
while  highlighting  others. 

Decisions  about  what  topics,  events  and 
personalities  are  “newsworthy”  are  often 
made  by  disproportionately  white  and 
middle-class  staffs.  These  decisions  are 
often  based  on  presumptions  that  readers 
share  similar  levels  of  disposable  income 
and  education,  and  have  similar  access  to 
health  care,  housing,  as  well  as  a  similar 
freedom  to  be  “out.” 

A  lack  of  attention  to  class  issues  has  been 
particularly  notable  in  more  moderate, 
“lifestyle”-oriented  publications.  Yet  even 
progressive  papers  such  as  The  Body  Politic 
(now  defunct)  and  GCN  have  only 
sporadically  examined  and  challenged  their 
class  assumptions.  Though  an  awareness  of 
class  infuses  some  of  GCNs  coverage,  par¬ 
ticularly  that  by  and  about  people  of  color,  a 
survey  of  the  last  three  years’  coverage 
reveals  less  than  a  dozen  articles  focus  on 
class-related  issues. 

Especially  in  the  last  few  years  GCN  has 
attempted  to  deal  with  class  and  class  con¬ 
flict,  both  internally  and  in  the  pages  of  the 
paper.  These  efforts  have  generated  intense 
debate  among  our  readers  and  among  the 
mixed-class  collective. 

Five  years  ago  the  paper’s  membership 
reached  consensus  on  an  anti-racism  plan 
that  included  active  recruitment  of  people  of 
color  to  the  staff  and  a  commitment  to  in¬ 
creasing  coverage  of  issues  of  interest  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians  of  color.  While  the  staff 
remains  all-white,  the  number  of  writers  of 
color  and  articles  on  issues  of  concern  to 
people  of  color  has  risen  dramatically. 

Discussions  about  the  anti-racism  plan 
heightened  awareness  of  class  issues  as  these 
interface  with  issues  of  color  and  racism. 
Announcements  for  staff  positions  at  GCN 
began  to  require  “a  commitment  to  anti- 
classist  politics,”  which  was  amended  to 
“an  awareness  of  class  issues”  when  some 
people  objected  that  “anti-classism”  had 
not  been  adequately  discussed  and  defined 
by  the  entire  membership. 

These  discussions  were  followed  by 


unresolved  debates  about  such  issues  as 
whether  an  emphasis  on  opera  and  theater  in 
our  cultural  coverage  is  elitist;  whether  staff 
salaries  (still  just  over  $  10,000/year)  should 
be  seen  as  a  necessary  sacrifice  for  the  move¬ 
ment,  or  as  an  unacceptable  obstacle  to  in¬ 
cluding  people  of  color  and  a  greater 
number  of  working  class  people  on  staff; 
and  about  how  best  to  cover  gay  conser¬ 
vatives  in  the  movement.  These  controver¬ 
sies  and  the  important  issues  that  underlie 
them  convinced  us  to  undertake  the  topic  of 
class  with  the  thoroughness,  focus  and 
multiplicity  of  voices  a  supplement  can  pro¬ 
vide. 

Possible  topics  include: 

•Pre-Stonewall  working-class  lesbian  bar 
culture 

•Relationships  between  lovers  of  different 
classes 

•Housing  issues:  gay  “ghettoes,”  gen- 
trification,  gay  tenants’  rights 
•AIDS:  how  it  hits  different  classes  and 
races 

•Hustling/prostitution 
•Workplace  issues,  including  gay  protec¬ 
tions  in  labor  contracts 
•Gay  people  raising  children:  who  can  do  it? 
how  does  it  affect  class  status? 

•The  relationship  of  different  classes  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  the  military,  the 
police,  and  the  criminal  justice  system 
•Funding  sources  for  gay  projects 
•Relationships  of  different  classes  and  races 
of  gay  people  to  the  families  and  com¬ 
munities  in  which  they  grew  up 
•The  effects  of  class  on  aging  and  aging  on 
class  for  gay  people 

•Barriers  to  class  organizing  among  lesbians 
and  gay  men 

•Fighting  homophobia  in  socialist  and  other 
class-conscious  organizing 
•Varying  experiences  of  coming  out  (at 
home,  at  work)  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  different  class  backgrounds. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Nashville 

Continued  from  page  3 

men,  most  of  them  gay,  for  allegedly 
“soliciting  a  minor  for  obscene  purposes.” 
Several  gay  men  have  received  harassing 
messages  through  inter-office  mail  at  their 
workplace  and  state  legislators  remain  reluc¬ 
tant  to  appropriate  any  money  at  all  for 
AIDS  education  or  services.  A  leaflet 
distributed  by  T-GALA  states:  “The  gover¬ 
nor  and  the  Department  of  Health  and  En¬ 
vironment  are  taking  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  people  with  AIDS  [in  Ten¬ 
nessee]  are  either  gay  or  Black.  How  many 
more  Tennesseans  have  to  die  before  the 
state  comes  up  with  resources  to  support 
AIDS  service  groups?” 

Despite  such  grimness,  AIDS  activists  are 
heartened  by  recent  developments  in 
Nashville,  including  the  formation  of  ACT 
UP.  Also  encouraging  is  the  continued 
growth  of  T-GALA,  an  organization  that 
hit  its  stride  following  October’s  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 
The  small  community  has  also  begun 
publishing  a  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper, 
Dare,  and  plans  to  hold  its  first  June  les¬ 
bian/gay  pride  parade  since  1976.  Further¬ 
more,  they  look  forward  to  being  among  the 
stops  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Freedom  Ride. 

“There  are  so  many  new  and  radical 
things  going  on  for  Nashville,  Tennessee,” 
Cunningham  said.  “It’s  really  great  to  work 
with  such  fresh,  energetic  people  —  there’s 
no  place  else  to  be.” 

□filed  from  Boston 
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Dancers  Guy  Nardone,  Frank  Duggin  and  Heidi  Crocher  perform  ‘‘Requiem" 


Dancing  for  the  living 
and  the  dead 

Rhythms  of  Hope  creates  a  piece  of  our  “uniquely 
gay  grief  ” 


Rhythms  of  Hope:  Boston  Dancers  Against 
AIDS.  John  Hancock  Hall,  Boston  March  13 

By  Vicki  Gabriner 

s  Dierdre  Myles  and  Devon  Carney  of 
the  Boston  Ballet  danced  the  Pas  de 
Deux  from  Romeo  and  Juliet,  I  long¬ 
ed  to  see  two  men  or  women  dance  together. 
About  45  minutes  later,  two  men  in  white 
moved  across  the  stage,  intertwining  their 
arms,  taking  turns  lifting  each  other.  In  solo 
and  together,  they  were  sad,  playful  and  lov¬ 
ing.  “It’s  a  Romeo  and  Juliet  for  dudes!” 
my  friend  whispered. 

Dancers  Sylvain  Lafortune  and  Rick 
Machalek  did  indeed  create  a  vision  of  men 
relating  equally  and  sensually.  Watching 
their  performance  of  Lar  Lubovitch’s 
“Concerto  Six  Twenty-Two”  with  Mozart’s 
Concerto  for  Clarinet  as  accompaniment,  I 
could  hardly  keep  in  my  seat.  And  as  the 
piece  ended,  I  leaped  to  my  feet,  shouting 
and  applauding  with  the  rest  of  the  au¬ 
dience. 

The  show  was  “Rhythms  of  Hope: 
Boston  Dancers  Against  AIDS.”  For  the 
third  year  in  a  row,  the  Boston  dance  com¬ 
munity,  which  has  suffered  deep  losses  to 
AIDS,  contributed  its  talents  to  produce  this 
benefit.  Fifty  dancers  from  30  professional 
companies  and  studios  were  selected  to  per¬ 
form.  And  this  year,  J .  Allen  Collier,  the  ar¬ 
tistic  director  and  producer,  invited 
choreographers  to  create  dance  pieces  ex¬ 
ploring  the  multi-faceted  responses  to  the 
AIDS  crisis.  This  thematic  unity  touched  the 
show  with  additional  solemnity  and  grace. 

The  audience  was  bound  together  in  its 
relationship  to  AIDS,  as  were  the  per¬ 
formers  and  creators.  There  was  a  heaviness 
to  the  gathering,  but  there  was  also  a  con¬ 
nection  to  the  life  force,  as  we  watched  a 
dance  community  transform  its/our  deep 
feelings  into  artistic  from.  They  used  the 
tools  of  their  trade  to  honor  the  dead,  bind 
together  the  living,  educate  the  audience  and 
raise  money  to  help  the  sick.  They  created 
an  environment  in  which  performer  and 
observer  alike  could  grieve  their  losses  and 
rejoice  in  the  beauty  of  their  lives  and 
bodies.  It  was  a  piece  of  what  Janice  Irvine 
recently  referred  to  as  a  “uniquely  gay 
grief.”  (“A  Community  Learns  to  Mourn,” 
GCN,  March  20-26,  1988.) 

The  most  literal  onstage  representation  of 
AIDS  in  our  lives  was  Lynn  Simonson’s 
“Shadows  Across  the  Sun,”  which  ended 
the  Sunday  performance  and  brought  the 
audience  to  its  feet.  The  piece  moved  from 
celebration  to  fear  as  four  people  become 
separated  from  the  group,  ill  with  AIDS. 
The  others  distance  themselves  and  then 
come  closer.  The  sick  people  get  sicker. 
Three  tableaux  appear  front-stage,  as 
friends  comfort  the  dying  ones  with 


touching  and  with  balloons,  teddy  bears  and 
photograph  albums.  The  piece  ends  with  a 
song  sung  onstage  by  Marshall  Hughes  as 
the  surviving  dancers/friends/family  slowly 
gather  to  find  comfort  in  each  other. 

Two  nights  before  the  performance,  I  at¬ 
tended  a  rehearsal  of  “Shadows”  in  the 
Boston  Ballet’s  warehouse  in  the  South 
End.  Twenty  dancers  worked  for  almost 
three  hours,  sweeping  me  into  the  world  of 
dance:  the  wonderful  variety  of  rehearsal 
clothes,  the  constant  stretching  and  practic¬ 
ing  of  movements,  the  tuned  bodies,  the  at¬ 
tentiveness  to  Lynn  Simonson  as  she  gave 
very  specific  feedback. 

When  the  rehearsal  was  over,  Lynn  and 
Dan  Joyce,  one  of  the  dancers  in  the  ballet, 
talked  with  me  for  about  half  an  hour.  It 
was  the  end  of  a  long  day,  Lynn  had  flown 
up  from  New  York  in  the  late  afternoon, 
and  this  was  only  the  first  of  several  rehear¬ 
sals  before  the  Sunday  show.  They  stayed  to 
talk  because  the  benefit  didn’t  just  have  to 
do  with  dancing.  It  had  to  do  with  getting 
the  word  out  about  AIDS.  So  it  was  just  as 
important  to  talk  as  it  was  to  dance. 

Dan,  who  is  gay,  talked  about  how  it  was 
both  empowering  and  frightening  to  really 
deal  with  the  truth  of  AIDS  through  the 
medium  of  dance.  Lynn,  who  is  not  gay, 
said  that  educating  people  about  AIDS  was 
the  most  important  aspect  of  the  benefit  for 
her.  She  is  the  founding  partner  of  Dance 
Space,  Inc.,  in  New  York  City  and  director 
of  the  Jazz  Project  at  Jacobs  Pillow  in 
western  Mass.  AIDS  is  a  close  companion; 
she  has  lost  four  good  friends  to  it.  Lynn 
and  Dan  stressed  that  economics  is  one  of 
the  stickiest  issues  in  AIDS  caretaking.  As 
Dan  explained,  dancers  are  at  the  bottom  of 
the  artistic  heap,  making  less  money  than 
most  others  in  the  arts  world.  Both  were 
glad  to  know  that  all  money  raised  by  the 
benefit  would  go  to  direct  care  services  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

While  “Shadows  Across  the  Sun”  may 
have  been  the  most  literal  in  telling  a  piece  of 
our  story  about  AIDS,  other  ballets  were 
also  strongly  evocative.  Two  other  powerful 
pieces  choreographed  for  large  groups  of 
dancers  were  “Absence  of  Tears”  by  Leni 
Williams,  the  new  Artistic  Director  of  the 
Danny  Sloan  Dance  Company  and  “Re¬ 
quiem,”  by  James  Plumb.  The  latter  was 
dedicated  to  Patrick  Hayden,  a  Boston 
dancer  who  died  of  AIDS.  Rather  than 
spelling  out  a  story,  the  dancers  in  these 
pieces  created  a  feeling  tone,  forming  amaz¬ 
ing  body  shapes  and  formations  with  each 
other.  The  music  for  “Requiem”  was  par¬ 
ticularly  strong,  as  the  score  was  written 
specifically  for  the  choreography  by  Guy 
Babusek  and  Mark  Kerber. 

Like  Lar  Lubovitch’s  “Concerto,”  Dan- 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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POLYESTER,  THE  DIANE  UNKLETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  RONDO  TRASHO  100— 5:30— 1000 
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AConltrt  Tin- 
sponsored  by  the 

Fenway  Community 
*  Health  Center 
Saturday;  .April '),  1988 
8:00  am -6:30  pm 
at  Suffolk  University 
55  Temple  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


Our  communities  respond. 


An  opportunity  to  share 
experiences,  gain  skills, 
and  leam  what  others  arc 
doing  about  AIDS  m  their 
community,  with  particular 
attention  to  women  o f  color. 
For  more  information 
can  (617)  267-1538. 
Wheelchair  accessible 
ASL  interpreted  fc*r  the 
1  tea  ring  impaired 
Pre  rrgMnuKai  required. 


Keynote  addresses  by: 

Constance  Wbfey,  M  D. 
Co- Director  of  AIDS 
Activities,  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital.  Principal 
investigator  of  Project 
A.WA.R.E.  (Association 
of  Womens’  AIDS 
Research  and  Edurahonj. 
Yenciia  hxter, 

Executive  Dtrraoc 
Rhode  Han  rt  AIDS 


wm 


SPRING  BOOK  RE 


Lesbian  trash  at  its 
finest 

Catherine  Ennis’s  To  the  Lightning 


To  the  Lightning 

Catherine  Ennis 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  FL,  1 988 
$8.95  paper,  191  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Liz  Galst 

As  a  devoted  reader  of  lesbian  trash 
fiction,  I’ve  often  asked  myself  what 
differentiates  trash  fiction  from 
Literature.  There’s  usually  a  lot  more  sex  in 
trash  fiction  than  in  Literature  (or  real  life, 
for  that  matter),  but  this  alone  is  not  enough 
to  distinguish  one  genre  from  the  other.  In¬ 
stead,  what  makes  Literature  is  its  ability  to 
address  the  larger  questions  of  human  ex¬ 
istence.  Trash  does  not  attempt  this,  which 
makes  it  that  much  more  enjoyable.  All  this 
leads  me  to  To  the  Lightning,  Catherine  En¬ 
nis’  first  novel,  recently  published  by  the 
Naiad  Press. 

To  the  Lightning  concerns  Chris,  a  rich, 
white  tax  attorney,  a  workaholic,  and  still  a 
virgin  despite  her  close-to-40  years.  Content 
behind  her  office  walls,  Chris  is  constantly 
pestered  by  her  one  and  only  friend,  a  bisex¬ 
ual  heiress  named  Sylvia.  Syl  finally  fixes 
Chris  up  with  Candy,  a  school  teacher.  Of 
course,  they  hit  it  off  instantly.  They  return 
home  from  a  date,  and  before  they  can  lock 
Candy’s  front  door  behind  them,  the  two 
women  are  doing  it  on  the  rug.  No  one  asks 
any  of  the  safe  sex  questions  either.  In  no 
time  Candy  has  moved  into  Chris’  posh 
apartment  and  the  two  love  birds  wander 
around  for  the  next  two  months  in  an 
orgiastic  haze.  Unfortunately  Candy 
crashes  Chris’  grey  Mercedes  into  a  tree  and 
dies  on  page  16.  Our  heroine  vows  never  to 
love  again. 

A  few  months  pass.  Candy  is  barely  cold 
in  her  grave,  and  Sylvia  decides  to  pull  Chris 
out  of  her  mournful  funk.  At  another  of  her 
friend’s  galas,  Chris  falls  head  first  for  a 
math  teacher  named  Meredith.  Chris  and 
Meredith  begin  hanging  out  platonically,  as 
it  seems  Meredith  is  not  only  straight  but 
also  homophobic.  What  is  our  heroine  to 
do? 

Meredith  finally  talks  Chris  into  a 
weekend  trip.  Now,  it  has  been  my  ex¬ 
perience  that  it  is  never  a  good  idea  to  go 
camping.  Invariably  you  get  attacked  by  a 
million  mosquitos,  rocks  find  their  way 
under  your  tent,  and  raccoons  eat  all  the 


food  you  brought  with  you.  If  I  like  the  per¬ 
son  I  am  camping  with,  I  hate  them  by  the 
time  we’ve  come  back.  And  if,  god  forbid,  I 
have  a  crush  on  them,  I’m  lucky  if  I  escape 
with  only  physical  injuries.  I  could  have 
warned  Chris  to  stay  in  her  luxury  apart¬ 
ment,  but  so  blinded  was  she  by  love  and 
lust,  that  she  never  would  have  listened. 

As  1  might  have  predicted,  their  first  meal 
is  interrupted  by  a  torrential  rainstorm.  As 
they  find  cover  in  Merry’s  VW  Squareback, 
the  car  is  hit  by  lightning.  But  this  is  no  or¬ 
dinary  lightning,  for  it  transports  Chris  and 
Merry  back  to  the  Jurassic  era,  180  million 
years  ago.  If  you’ve  ever  seen  Land  of  the 
Lost  on  Saturday  morning  TV,  you’ll  know 
what  I’m  talking  about.  Luckily  for  the  two 
'  women  there  are  no  dinosaurs  and  they  are 
able  to  set  up  house  in  a  cave.  But  what 
about  Chris?  Not  only  must  she  forage 
around  for  food  in  a  prehistoric  environ¬ 
ment,  but  she’s  stuck  180  million  years  back 
in  time  with  a  crush  on  her  only  companion, 
a  straight  woman! 

It  takes  a  little  while,  but  eventually 
Meredith  confesses  her  love  for  Chris  and 
her  own  lesbian  past.  From  then  on  in,  they 
fuck  at  least  once  every  six  pages,  though  oc¬ 
casionally  they  go  out  looking  for 
sustenance.  The  whole  thing  is  very 
Butch/Fem,  with  Chris  as  the  hunt¬ 
ress/protector  and  Merry  the  artistic 
housewife,  or  should  I  say  “cavewife?” 

The  couple  manages  to  survive  through  a 
lot  of  hard  work,  ingenuity  and  good  sex. 
Still  winter  is  coming  and  they  fear  for  their 
lives.  The  clothes  they  brought  with  them 
for  the  weekend  are  wearing  thin,  and  both 
women  have  grown  gaunt  from  hunger. 
Luckily  they  discover  that  the  lightning 
which  occasionally  dances  in  front  of  their 
cave  is  actually  a  time-warp  device.  In  the 
final  moment  of  the  book,  the  two  women 
approach  the  lightning  hand-in-hand,  hop¬ 
ing  to  be  beamed  together  to  a  better  place. 

Now,  under  normal  literary  cir¬ 
cumstances,  calling  To  the  Lightning 
“second-rate  trash”  would  be  an  insult  to 
both  its  author  and  its  publisher.  In  this 
case,  however,  it  is  my  highest  accolade.  At 
last  a  novel  which  addresses  the  age-old 
question,  “Is  it  smart  for  a  middle-aged  tax 
attorney  to  spend  the  weekend  camping  with 
a  closet-case  math  teacher?”  □ 


So  precious  a  love 

Evelyn  Kennedy’s  tender  predictability 
Cherished  Love 

Evelyn  Kennedy 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  FL,  1 988 
$ 8.95  paper,  1 72  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Pincus 

The  lovemaking  is  lesbian-luscious,  all 
satiny  pearls,  velvet  folds,  warm 
musk  and  softness.  The  writing  is 
deft  and  predictable.  The  characters  —  doc¬ 
tors,  lawyers  and  a  real  estate  developer  — 
dine  on  lobster  and  veal  marsala,  take  ski 
weekends  in  Aspen,  lodge  at  San 
Francisco’s  toney  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel  and 
moon  over  yet  another  viewing  of  Casablan¬ 
ca.  In  the  midst  of  it  all,  they  share  enough 
intrigue  and  jealousy  to  rival  the  cream  of 
Judith  Krantz’s  crop. 

Cherished  Love  is  a  quick  read  about 
commitment,  discretion  and  the  folly  of 
courting  straight  women.  It  presents  a 
glamour  world  where  few  can  be  trusted  but 
no  one  can  resist  the  lure  of  steadfast 
monogamy.  Says  main  character  Megan 
McKenzie,  as  she  envelopes  a  new  lover’s 
fingers  in  her  tender  hand,  “Maybe  I’m  old- 
fashioned,  but  1  believe  it’s  the  closeness  the 
two  people  share  that  creates  the  joy.” 

For  all  its  righteous  posturing.  Cherished 
Love  depicts  some  balance  —  well,  a  pru¬ 
dent  sort  of  balance  anyway.  Several 
characters  have  one-night  stands;  several 
speak  up  for  civil  rights  marches.  Mean¬ 
while  Megan,  a  prominent  cardiologist, 
volunteers  at  AIDS  Atlanta  and  works  with 
a  group  of  lesbians  in  the  professional  com¬ 
munity.  Ever-discreet,  Megan  tells  her 


The  beautiful, 
beautiful  ‘Beautiful 
Room  is  Empty’ 

Edmund  White’s  new  novel  captures  gay  life  pre-Stonevvall, 
pre-AIDS 


lover,  “I  have  the  ear  of  several  legislators,  I 
exert  my  influence  in  favor  of  gay  rights 
whenever  I  can.  Unfortunately,  if  they  knew 
I  was  gay,  they  wouldn’t  listen  to  me  the  way 
they  do  now.” 

Yes  indeed,  Megan  has  all  sorts  of 
closeted  clout,  surely  bolstered  by  the 
million-dollar  estate  she  inherited  after  her 
lover  Ellen  —  also  a  cardiologist  —  died  in  a 
car  accident.  But  will  Megan  be  swayed  by 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Edmund  White  and  1  are  gay  white  men 
in  our  40s;  other  than  that,  we’ve  little 
in  common.  His  novel  A  Boy’s  Own 
Story  made  me  yawn;  this  sequel  to  it  had 
me  laughing  and  crying,  thoroughly  enter¬ 
tained,  and  grateful  that  my  life  had  been 
documented.  Has  fear  of  death  made  White 
more  accessible,  or  me  more  receptive? 

Heterosexually  oriented  critics,  notably 
those  used  by  the  New  York  Times,  have 
had  a  field  day  putting  this  work  down  for 
its  graphic  sex  scenes.  They  don’t  note  that 
graphic  description  of  all  things  is  an  in¬ 
herent  part  of  White’s  style.  When  his  nar¬ 
rator  first  describes  Maria,  a  lesbian  with 
whom  he  shares  a  mostly  platonic  relation¬ 
ship,  he  says,  “She  looks  very  scrubbed  and 
German  but  also  faintly  glamorous;  the 
glamour  clings  to  her  like  the  smell  of 
Gitanes  in  wool.”  Why  would  the  writer  of 
this  line  be  expected  to  switch  off  to  a  style 
in  which  he  would  only  hint  at  what  is 
meant?  White  doesn’t  give  us  lines  like, 
“Then  I  spent  longer  than  necessary  in  a 
men’s  room  on  campus,  hoping  that...” 

Certainly  Portnoy’s  putting  his  penis  and 
semen  into  calf’s  liver  that  would  eventually 
be  his  family’s  dinner  never  caused  as  much 
self-righteous  fury  as  White’s  description  of 
his  narrator’s  sex  life. 

There  has  always  been  a  problem  with  the 
acceptance  of  gay  art  if  it  describes  gay  life. 
The  liberals  will  tolerate  us  as  an  abstrac¬ 
tion,  but  no  one  will  endure  descriptions  of 
how  we  actually  live. 

And  that  is  exactly  what  Edmund  White, 
in  his  post-Henry  Jamesian  elegant  prose, 
has  given  us:  an  articulate,  accurate  look  at 
how  gay  men  lived  in  the  post-World  War 
II,  pre-Stonewall,  pre-AIDS  period  of 
America.  And  this  is  how  the  intelligent 
young  faggot  narrator  viewed  his  surroun¬ 
dings: 

It  felt,  at  least  to  me,  like  a  big  gray 
country  of  families  on  drowsy  holiday,  all 
stuffed  in  one  oversized  car  and  discussing 
the  mileage  they  were  getting  and  the  next 
restroom  stop  they’d  be  making,  a  country 
where  no  one  else  was  like  me  —  or  worse, 
where  there  was  no  question  of  talking 
about  the  self  and  its  discontent,  isolation, 
self-hatred,  and  burning  ambition  for  sex 
and  power. 

White  wastes  no  time  in  showing  us  how 
his  young  man  differs  from  other  middle- 
class  white  boys  from  broken  homes;  while 
many  of  them  sought  out  the  company  of 
bohemians  in  the  straitjacketed  1950s,  few 
of  them  shared  this  observation  while  look¬ 
ing  at  a  male  artist: 

I  tried  to  imagine  kissing  those  dry  lips, 
wrapping  my  arms  around  that  tall  skinny 
body,  but  I  couldn’t  thread  that  particular 
loop  of  film  through  the  projector.  As  half 
consciously  1  inched  toward  my  desires  for 
men,  I  clung  to  my  official  goal  of  stifling 
these  desires.  I  wanted  to  be  a  heterosexual 
—  perhaps  with  a  bohemian  girl? 

His  bohemian  woman  friend  helps  him 
make  contact  with  proponents  of  gay  sen¬ 
sibility: 

Although  she  was  a  Communist,  Maria 
liked  the  songs  of  Noel  Coward,  Mabel 
Mercer,  and  Marlene  Dietrich,  and  she 
played  their  records  for  me  in  the  under¬ 
furnished  rec  room  at  the  inn. ..Coward’s 
rolled  r’s  and  theatrical  diction,  joined  to 
the  gossip  that  he  was  ‘gay,’  interested  me. 
‘Yes,’  Maria  said  casually,  ‘all  slander,  no 
doubt.’ 

During  the  narrator’s  last  year  at  board¬ 
ing  school  he  goes  home  to  Chicago  for 
Christmas  vacation,  and  meets  Tex,  a  hard- 
living  lover  of  literature  and  mystery  novels 
who  runs  a  book  and  record  shop  and  tries 
to  help  the  young  man  come  out  without 
having  a  physical  hand  in  the  process.  Even¬ 
tually,  however,  due  to  the  persistence  of  the 
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the  coming  out.  But  first  Tex  introduces  him 
to  the  language  of  gay  men  of  the  period. 
“ Trade  turned  out  to  mean  a  heterosexual 
man  willing  to  let  a  homosexual  blow  him,” 
learns  our  narrator,  who  asks  Tex,  “Do  you 
actually  blow?”  Tex  answers,  “You  suck, 
silly. ..but  gently,  not  like  a  Hoover.” 

The  young  man  learns  that  being  himself 
will  exclude  him  from  most  of  society,  in¬ 
cluding  his  biological  “family.”  “My  step¬ 
mother  said,  ‘Your  poor  dad,  this  thing  is 
killing  him,  he  stays  awake  all  night  worry¬ 
ing;  he  was  so  angry  at  first  I  was  afraid  he’d 
kill  you.’”  His  biological  mother  tells  him 
that  it  must  be  something  from  his  father’s 
side,  as  on  the  maternal  there  are  “no  mor- 
phodites  in  our  bloodlines.” 

About  this  time,  White  loses  his 
heterosexual  critics  by  allowing  the  narrator 
to  discover  public  sex.  The  reportage  is,  one 
might  say,  scientifically  accurate;  but  to  a 
heterosexual  this  translates  to  sensational 
(one  especially  uptight  critic  referred  to  a 
“particularly  degrading”  sex  scene;  I  am 
still  rereading  the  text  in  search  of  it). 

Was  it  this? 

I  stepped  back  to  show  mine,  though  1 
knew  he  didn’t  want  me,  just  as  a  sign  that 
I  was  a  friendly  player  in  the  game.  In  a 
flash  he  was  squatting,  the  student  turned 
to  feed  the  businessman’s  mouth,  the 
smoker  in  the  stall  dropped  his  cigarette  in 
the  water,  quick  hiss,  and  he  and  his 
neighbor  in  the  next  stall  were  on  their 
knees,  hands  reaching  under  the  partition 
between  them  and  grabbing  each  other,  as 
I  could  see  by  stooping  over.  No  one  cared 
about  me  one  way  or  the  other.  I  was  one 
of  them. 

Throughout  this  period  he  begins  finding 
other  fellows  who  share  with  him  what 
Adrienne  Rich  called  “the  dream  of  a  com¬ 
mon  language.”  At  first  it  aped  Black 
English,  the  paradigm  for  outlaws  who 
speak  in  code  to  survive,  and  it  often 
feminized  what  was  hateful,  like  the  cops: 
“’Hush,  you’re  a  caution,”’  someone  in  the 
back  seat  said,  ‘don’t  upset  Lily  Law,  she  be 
bad,  that  girl.’” 

Immediately,  my  first  set  of  politically 
correct  friends  come  to  mind.  I  remember 
when  they  told  me  that  Mart  Crowley’s  The 
Boys  in  the  Band  was  vicious  and  untrue  and 
must  have  come  from  “outside”  the  Life,  as 
we  who  lived  it  had  never  been  such  nasty, 
sexist  queens.  But  I  was  15  in  1962,  and  my 
first  circle  of  gay  friends  were  Long  Island 
hairdressers  who  referred  to  all  women  as 
“Mr.”,  and  to  all  men  as  “Miss”  or  “Mrs.” 
(decidedly  pre-”Ms.”)  Since  I  didn’t  know 
there  had  been  a  first  wave  of  feminism,  I 
thought  the  whole  thing  was  secret  and  cool. 
Phrases  I’d  later  learn,  such  as  internalized 
oppression,  certainly  meant  nothing  to  a  lit¬ 
tle  queen  grateful  that  there  were  kindred 
spirits  in  this  world. 

What  heterosexual  could  understand  our 
narrator,  Tex  is  the  physical  instrument  of  Continued  on  page  9 
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Reviewed  by  Charley  Shively 

ssentially,  Gary  Kinsman  has  written  a 
history  of  homosexuality  in  Canada, 
but  because  of  his  somewhat  in¬ 
hibiting  social  theory  he  shuns  the  word 
“homosexuality,”  something  he  believes 
was  only  recently  invented.  Consequently, 
the  misleading  key  words  in  his  title:  Desire 
and  Sexuality,  and  the  cover  illustration,  with  a 
giant  blue  eye  suggesting  God  and  with 
human  figures  suggesting  Eden.  We  need  to 
explore  Jonathan  and  David;  Ruth  and 
Naomi,  not  the  over-used  Adam  and  Eve. 
While  Kinsman  says  little  about  any  sexuali¬ 
ty  except  that  so  common  among  GCN 
readers,  he  uses  the  generic  images  of  sex¬ 
uality  and  desire.  Perhaps  the  current 
assault  on  lesbian  and  gay  writings  requires 
such  subterfuge,  since  the  English,  South 
African,  Canadian  and  United  States  border 
guards  now  routinely  confiscate  lesbian  and 
gay  literature. 

Nor  is  the  book  entirely  about  Regula¬ 
tion ;  its  guiding  metaphor  is  resistance. 
Kinsman,  however,  does  not  accept  the  no¬ 
tion  of  repression.  The  word  “regulation” 
dissolves  the  regulator(s)  and  carries  less 
of  a  tone  of  injustice  than  the  word  “repres¬ 
sion,”  which  echoes  the  word 
“oppression.”  And  “repression”  (unlike 
regulation)  predicates  revolution.  Kinsman, 
however,  follows  Foucault’s  rejection  of  the 
repression/revolution  idea  because  he 
doesn’t  like  the  hydraulic  metaphor.  And 
like  Foucault,  Kinsman  utilizes  a  military 
battlefield  instead  of  a  hydraulic  pump 
metaphor.  The  liquid  metaphor  is  too  close 
to  engorgement  and  release  for  comfort. 

In  Kinsman’s  ideology  military  “cat¬ 
egories  have  shaped  the  very  terrain  upon 
which  our  resistance  has  taken  place.”  This 
method  of  analysis  forces  him  to  pay  more 
attention  to  the  ruling  class  or  the  victors  in 
any  battle.  Immediately,  I  think  of  boys 
playing  with  tin  soldiers  reenacting  the  great 
battle  of  English  (Wolfe)  and  French  (Mont¬ 
calm)  in  1759  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
(near  Quebec).  Both  generals  died  on  the 
field  but  the  English  immediately  colonized 
the  Quebecois.  Kinsman  writes  from  within 
the  colonizers’  framework  and  doesn’t  take 
up  the  French  story  except  insofar  as  he 
discusses  Canada’s  English-dominated 
government:  “I  cannot  analyze  specific  na¬ 
tional  developments  in  Quebec,  because  of 
its  distinct  cultural  and  religious  traditions. 
However,  much  of  what  I  outline  will  also 
be  applicable  to  Quebec  society  given  the 
common  State  framework  since  the  English 
conquest.”  (p.  68) 

Here  is  the  essential  error  in  the  construc¬ 
tionist  theory:  “the  common  State 
framework”  is  elevated  while  homosexuali¬ 
ty  is  belittled  or  eliminated.  Aristotle  claim¬ 
ed  that  people  were  by  nature  political 
animals,  thus  inaugurating  the  essentialist 
argument  for  the  state.  The  construc¬ 
tionists  similarly  believe  that  the  modern 
state  is  an  overriding  necessity,  a  built-in  im¬ 
pulse  that  cannot  be  resisted  any  more  than 
the  St.  Laurence  River  making  its  way  to  the 
sea.  Apparently,  the  constructionists  are  on¬ 
ly  constructionists  when  they  consider  sex¬ 
uality. 

Homosexuality  existed  long  before  Can¬ 
ada  (even  by  the  constructionist  standards); 
why  must  English  Canada  then  be  the 
guiding  thread  through  Kinsman’s  history? 
(By  charming  coincidence,  the  first  use  of 
the  word  “homosexual”  in  1867  coincides 
with  the  British  North  American  Act  of  1867 
which  established  the  Canadian  confedera¬ 
tion.)  Kinsman  falls  into  an  awkward  trap 
when  he  considers  the  people  who  lived 
along  the  St.  Lawrence  before  the  French 
and  English  arrived.  He  gives  only  three 
pages  to  “Sexual  Colonization  of  the  Native 
Peoples.”  These  peoples  are  subsumed  into 
his  story  because  they  were  later  —  indeed 
much  later  —  subject  to  what  is  now  called 
Canada.  Today  the  Iroquois,  however,  do 
not  recognize  Canadian  or  U.S.  sovereignty 
over  their  lives,  and  even  the  Canadian  and 
United  States  governments  have  recognized 


the  Iroquois  right  to  travel  freely  across  the 
borders  of  the  other  two  countries.  That 
right  does  not  exist  for  sexual  deviants  or 
their  literatures. 

The  meat/juice  of  this  book  lies  not  in  the 
categories  but  in  the  detailed  research  on  the 
period  between  World  War  II  and  the 
Stonewall  Rebellion  in  1969.  Kinsman  re¬ 
bukes  the  gay  liberationists:  “There  tended 
to  be  a  wholesale  dismissal  of  earlier  forms 
of  lesbian  and  gay  life  which  prevented  our 
movements  from  learning  from  past 
resistance  and  community  formation.”  (p. 
182)  Kinsman  provides  detailed  accounts  of 
the  immediate  foreground  to  the  battles  of 
the  1969-1975  period.  His  two  longest 
chapters  are  his  best:  Chapter  8,  “World 
War  II,  ‘National  Security,’  and  Child 
Molesters;”  and  Chapter  9,  “The  Struggle 
for  Law  Reform.”  He  presents  particularly 
fine  portraits  of  the  Association  for  Social 
Knowledge  (ASK)  formed  in  Vancouver  in 
1964  and  of  the  Canadian  Council  on 
Religion  and  the  Homosexual.  And  he 
wades  through  lengthy  parliamentary  de¬ 
bates  on  the  homosexual  question  which 
culminated  in  the  1969  revision  of  the  crimi¬ 
nal  code  decriminalizing  private,  consensual 
adult  homosexual  acts. 

As  the  first  generation  of  gay  libera¬ 
tionists  slighted  the  efforts  of  their  im¬ 
mediate  predecessors,  so  Kinsman  would 
now  slight  the  efforts  of  the  gay  libera¬ 
tionists.  His  chapter  “Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Communities”  fails  to  capture  the 
enthusiasm  and  awakening  of  those  years. 
For  instance,  he  hardly  mentions  the  now- 
deceased  Body  Politic.  “In  the  fall  of 
1971,”  he  writes,  “the  first  issue  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  gay  liberation  magazine  The  Body 
Politic  was  published  by  people  associated 
with  the  Toronto  Gay  Action  network. 
Most  of  the  [Gay  Liberation  Front)  GLF-in- 
spired  groups  became  fragmented  and  dis¬ 
integrated  within  a  few  years  in  both  Eng- 
lish-Canada  and  Quebec.”  (p.  181)  The 
struggles,  divisions,  changes  and  transfor¬ 
mations  around  The  Body  Politic  are  at  least 
as  important  as  those  around  ASK.  Even  the 
anthology  Flaunting  It!  A  Decade  of  Gay 
Journalism  from  the  Body  Politic  (1982) 
seems  to  have  forgotten  that  the  term  “body 
politic”  echoed  some  of  the  radical  social 
analysis  in  Dennis  Cooper’s  Death  of  the 
Family.  There  was  a  whole  body  of  ideas 
about  anarchism  and  spontaneity  embedded 
in  the  early  Gay  Liberation  Fronts  that  is 
today  not  so  much  irrelevant  as  threatening. 
Lenin  labelled  the  impulse  “infantile  left,” 
but  Paul  Goodman  defended  the  impulse  to 
revolt  in  a  book  called  Growing  Up  Absurd. 

During  the  ’60s  and  before,  there  was  a 
solid  Marxist-Trotyskite  line  that  people 
could  not  organize  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference;  they  must  organize  not  around 
the  means  of  reproduction  but  around  the 
means  of  production.  Some  staunch  groups 
(linked  to  the  Albanian  Communist  Party) 
even  denounced  Blacks  for  organizing  in 
their  own  commmunity  (nationalist  heresy) 
or  women  among  themselves  (middle-class 
diversionaries).  The  solid  fact  that  a  func¬ 
tioning  lesbian/gay  political  movement  was 
launched  in  Canada,  England,  Europe  and 
the  United  States  has  forced  reassessments. 
Our  bookstores,  newspapers,  cultural  cen¬ 
ters,  publishing  houses  and  thousands  of 
organizations  have  baffled  the  straight 
marxists,  liberals  and  conservatives.  As 
Kinsman  writes,  “Lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  participated  in  the  creation  of  our  own 
identities  and  cultures.”  (p.  31) 

In  the  end,  The  Regulation  of  Desire 
gropes  “towards  the  celebration  and  ex¬ 
amination  of  our  bodies,  pleasure,  and  rela¬ 
tionships.”  (p.  228)  While  his  book  is  well 
written,  neatly  organized  and  generally  de¬ 
cent,  the  author  reveals  nothing  of  himself. 
He  does  write,  “We  must  strengthen  new 
cultures  within  the  community:  those  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  of  colour,  youth,  older  les¬ 
bians  and  gays,  the  physically  challenged, 
and  those  oppressed  on  the  basis  of  par¬ 
ticular  sexual  practices.”  (p.  233)  So  the  im¬ 
perial  “we”  here  suggests  he  belongs  to 
none  of  these  categories,  but  do  we  assume 
that  “we”  means  some  unmentionable  va¬ 
nilla  sexuality?  A  primary  demand  of  the 
’60s  was  that  each  speaker  should  speak  first 
from  their  own  experience;  that  demand  was 
greatly  resented,  but  I  for  one  would  like  to 
see  it  resuscitated.  □ 
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Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

hen  every  day  begins  with  a 
search  of  one’s  own  skin  for  KS 
lesions,  life  is  no  longer  coming 
on  at  a  normal  clip.  Yet  this  is  daily  reality 
for  millions  of  people,  people  who  will  not 
see  anything  of  themselves  in  most  represen¬ 
tations  of  humanity  on  television,  in  movies 
or  in  books.  At  first  gay  writers  touched 
upon  the  subject  with  predictable  ex¬ 
plosiveness;  now  we  have  come  to  the  point 
where  quiet  exploration  is  possible. 

Adam  Mars-Jones  could  be  described  as 
the  “gay  male  Barbara  Pym.”  He  is  a  writer 
capable  of  capturing  the  everyday;  his  fic¬ 
tion,  like  Pym’s,  has  its  basis  in  nuance 
nuance  that  quietly  grapples  with  enormous 
issues.  Pym  used  her  gift  on  Episcopalians 
and  anthropologists.  Mars-Jones  uses  his  to 
deal  with  people  dealing  with  AIDS. 

“I  don’t  use  that  word.  I’ve  heard  it 
enough,”  writes  Mars-Jones  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  “Slim,”  the  first  of  his  four  stories 
in  this  collection.  “So  I’ve  taken  it  out  of 
circulation,  just  here,  just  at  home.  I  say 
Slim  instead,  and  Buddy  understands.  I 
have  got  Slim.” 

Mars-Jones’s  PWAs  are  not  people  who 
anticipate  miracles  from  the  medical 
establishment.  They  practice  creative 
visualization,  cut  out  red  meat  and  cigar¬ 
ettes,  settle  into  quiet  routines  that  might  ex¬ 
tend  the  quantity  of  life,  and  at  any  rate  will 
expand  the  quality  of  it.  In  “A  Small  Spade,” 
the  lovers  Bernard  and  Neil  (one  negative, 
one  positive  and  suffering  thrush  and 
fatigue)  take  a  holiday  in  Brighton.  While 
Neil  nods  off,  Bernard  thinks:  “He  might 
very  well  be  meditating,  or  practising 
autogenic  training.  Or  just  falling  asleep  in 
the  normal  manner  of  people  on  trains.” 

Of  course,  voyages  to  the  spiritual  are  not 
for  everyone.  In  “Slim”  the  narrator  writes: 

One  of  the  things  I’m  supposed  to  be  doing 
these  days  is  creative  visualization,  you 
know,  where  you  inagine  your  white  cor¬ 
puscles  strapping  on  their  armour  to  repel 
invaders.  Buddy  doesn’t  nag,  but  I  can  tell 
he’s  disappointed.  I  don’t  seem  to  be  able 
to  do  it.  I  get  as  far  as  imagining  my  white 
corpuscles  as  a  sort  of  cloud  of  healthi¬ 
ness,  like  a  milkshake  in  the  dark  flow  of 
my  blood,  but  if  I  try  to  visualize  them  any 
more  concretely  I  think  of  Raquel  Welch 
in  Fantastic  Voyage. 

That  gay  men  have  had  their  lives  turned 
around,  that  we’ve  adapted  to  enforced 
drastic  changes,  is  a  given  on  every  page  of 
this  book.  In  “An  Executor”  Mars-Jones 
shows  how  different  a  gay  will  is  from  a 
straight  will,  and  how  the  role  of  the  “ex¬ 
ecutor”  is  consequently  a  unique  one: 

There  remained  in  his  bag  the  chaps  and 
the  waistcoat.  There  had  never  been  any 
question  of  throwing  either  of  them  away. 
Back  in  his  flat,  he  hid  them,  but  not 
where  he  would  have  hidden  a  secret  thing 
of  his  own.  They  were  a  secret,  but  they 
were  someone  else’s  secret,  and  he  put 
them  in  a  second-order  hiding-place. 

In  this  same  story,  Gareth,  the  executor, 
arrives  at  Charles’s  funeral  to  be  met  by  the 
deceased’s  brother  and  the  plea/demand,  “I 
wonder  if  I  can  ask  you,  my  parents  and  I 
have  been  thinking,  not  to  mention  the 
cause  of  death?”  Hiding  chaps  to  protect 
the  dead,  hiding  the  cause  of  death  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  living... AIDS  has  given  literature  a 
whole  new  school  of  allusions  to  the 
unspoken. 

“The  Brake”  is  the  only  of  Mars-Jones’ 
four  stories  here  in  which  a  major  character 
is  not  ill.  It  is  about  a  boy  named  Gregory 
who  grows  up  to  be  an  architect.  He  is  gay, 
extremely  self-centered,  and  unable  to  come 
except  by  masturbation. 

Being  the  passive  partner  in  anal  inter¬ 
course  (“getting  fucked”)  was  a  problem¬ 
solving  activity  to  someone  in  his  cir¬ 
cumstances.  It  was  respectable  for  the  per¬ 
son  talcing  this  role  not  to  ejaculate: 
orgasm  was  as  often  as  not  the  only  signal 
that  the  sexual  event  was  over,  that  some 
exchange  had  been  consummated,  and  be¬ 
ing  penetrated  was  good  enough  evidence 
of  that. 


IT 

THE 

DARKER  PROOF 

Sh'r/iN  fnm  a  Crt<t> 

Adam  Mars-Jones 
and 

Edmund  White 


Since  he  was  socially  aggressive,  and 
free  of  the  mannerisms  which  made  some 
poor  people  seem  like  victims  of  their  sex¬ 
uality  rather  than  exponents  of  it,  there 
seemed  often  to  be  an  extra  fillip  given  to 
his  partner  by  his  willingness  to  receive  ad¬ 
vances  of  this  sort.  He  was  quite  happy  to 
grant  them  their  triumph,  for  the  benefits 
he  derived  from  it. 

Gregory’s  life  becomes  so  tedious  that  he 
actually  wonders  if  bondage  would  be  more 
attractive  to  him  if  the  bonds  were  made  of 
cashmere.  He  even  tries  America,  and  visits 
cities  more  or  less  in  the  order  of  their  sexual 
reputations  (i.e.,  saving  Chicago  for  a 
period  in  which  he  no  longer  has  sex  high  on 
his  agenda).  One  wonders  if  this  story 
belongs  here,  except  for  its  expose  of  pre- 
AIDS  excesses  indulged  in  by  some  gay  men 
of  the  old  order.  Perhaps  it  could  have  been 
replaced  by  Mars-Jones’s  story 
“Remission”  published  in  Granta  (Autumn 
1987):  171-193.  (The  New  American  Library 
edition  does  just  that.) 

There  has  always  been  a  socio-economic 
block  between  me  and  appreciation  of  Ed¬ 
mund  White;  I’ve  difficulty  in  reading 
about  someone  who  can  go  to  Greece  to  try 
to  get  over  his  lover’s  recent  death  from 
AIDS.  Though  I  know  I  should  get  beyond 
this,  it  somehow  reinforces  the  bigot’s  no¬ 
tion  that  AIDS  is  a  middle-class  white  male 
disease.  “An  Oracle”  is  definitely  a  haun¬ 
ting  and  gorgeously  written  story,  but  it  still 
leaves  me  with  that  sour  taste. 

The  same  can  be  said  for  White’s  other 
contribution,  “Palace  Days.”  It  begins, 
“They  came  to  Paris  from  New  York  as 
lovers,  although  they  hadn’t  slept  together 
in  a  year.”  Evocative  enough,  but  why  all 
this  trans-Atlantic  travel?  How  many  people 
can  possibly  relate  to  it? 

Living  it  up  had  been  a  way  of  making  a 
living  for  Mark.  He  was  the  president  of 
the  Bunyonettes,  a  gay  travel  agency  that 
arranged  all-male  tours.  Forty  gay  guys 
would  float  down  the  Nile  from  Aswan  to 
Luxor,  impressing  the  Egyptians  with 
their  muscles  and  moustaches  and  shock¬ 
ing  them  with  their  pink  short  shorts  and 
filmy,  drawstring  apres-piscine  harem 
pants. 

I  for  one  am  able  to  relate  only  to  “the 
Egyptians”  in  this  sentence;  we  are  not  im¬ 
pressed. 

Because  Mark’s  life  is  based  on  labels, 
French  phrases  and  matters  of  taste  pro¬ 
moted  to  an  art  form,  his  friendships  with 
Ned,  Joshua  and  Hajo  are  not  given  the 
status  they  deserve.  Consequently  when 
AIDS  trods  into  the  picture  there  is  a  scary, 
almost  Poe-esque  sense  of  isolated  horror: 

When  the  bottom  fell  out  in  ’81  Mark 
couldn’t  face  it.  An  old  roommate  came 
down  with  the  disease,  and  Mark  wrote  on 
his  desk  calendar  nearly  every  week, 
“Visit  Jason,”  but  he  never  got  over  to  St. 
Vincent’s  until  it  was  too  late.  At  the  bars, 
discos  and  gay  restaurants  between  rounds 
of  Rusty  Nails,  he’d  look  up  to  see  the 
starved,  yellow  face  of  an  old 
playmate.... Of  course  the  worst  rebuke  to 
the  fashion-conscious  is  to  be  no  longer  in 
style,  and  these  eyes  ringed  in  dark  and 
these  sallow  cheeks  looked  like  daguer- 
rotypcs  of  what  they'd  represented  in  full 
living  colour  just  a  year  ago. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Twelve  tales  too 
many 

Peter  Robins’  Summer  Shorts 


Summer  Shorts 

Peter  Robins 

Third  House,  London,  1 98  7 
57.50  paper,  130  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Paul  Dixon 

ummer  Shorts  is  a  baker’s  dozen  of 
short  stories  with  12  too  many  tales. 
The  stories  are  reminiscent  of  a  jigsaw 
puzzle  with  a  few  missing  pieces.  You  spend 
hours  trying  to  put  things  together  only  to 
realize  that  the  puzzle  is  incomplete;  for 
Robins  creates  blurry  images  that  confuse 
rather  than  interest. 

To  begin  with,  his  writing  is  extremely 
unclear.  While  Robins  might  be  able  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  locale  of  the  story,  he  muddles  the 
characterization  and  the  plots.  In  the  first 
piece,  “Have  You  No  Consideration,”  he 
spends  too  much  of  the  story  describing  a 
train  platform.  But  he  waits  too  long  to  ex¬ 
plain  who  is  on  the  platform  and  what  they 
want.  By  the  time  he  introduces  the 
characters,  we’re  too  far  into  the  story  to 
remember  what  they  had  been  doing.  And 
by  the  time  he  weaves  his  characters  back  in¬ 
to  the  action,  the  story  is  over. 

In  “Nearly  Perfect,”  Robins  never  even 
describes  his  setting.  The  story  could  take 
place  in  a  prison;  it  could  take  place  in  a 
park.  From  wherever  it  is,  we  meet  someone 
(maybe  two,  or  possibly  even  three  people; 
he  never  clarifies  who’s  talking  to  whom) 
describing  an  imaginary  lover  comprised  of 
the  best  parts  of  past  and  present  lovers.  Is 
the  man  describing  his  ideal  partner  to  his 
present  lover?  To  the  narrator?  To  the 
reader?  To  himself?  Who  knows?  (And  by 
the  story’s  end,  who  cares?) 

Robins’  sense  of  humor  is  also  usually  off 
the  mark.  He  pushes  the  subtlety  of  his 
jokes  so  far  that  they  just  die.  In  one  of  the 
better  stories,  however,  Robins  is  almost 
funny.  “London  Journal”  tells  the  tale  of  a 
young-man  going  off  to  London  to  find  his 
first  love  and  first  apartment.  The  story  con¬ 
sists  mostly  of  dialogue,  which  seems  to  be 
Robins’  forte,  and  has  great  potential  for 
laughs,  especially  because  of  the  feuding 
couple  renting  the  apartment.  But  unfor¬ 
tunately,  Robins  always  stops  short  of 
humor.  Just  when  he  gets  to  the  good  stuff, 
he  moves  on  with  the  story.  And  in  this  tale, 
it’s  particularly  disappointing. 

“Country  Pursuits”  suffers  the  most 
from  Robins’  poor  sense  of  humor.  Here,  he 
tries  to  contrast  an  openly  gay  politician 
with  two  country  pols  who  annually  “go  off 
into  the  woods.”  Once  again,  the  dialogue 
could  be  hilarious,  with  the  apparently  sim¬ 
ple  country  bumpkins  toying  with  the  frus¬ 
trated  city  slicker.  But  instead,  he  just  plods 
through  the  tale  in  a  vague  manner,  never 
really  saying  anything. 

Worse,  Robins’  ideas  are  vague.  Does  he 
have  any  beliefs,  or  any  opinions  about 
what  he  writes?  It’s  really  hard  to  say. 

One  of  the  stories  recalls  an  aggressive  In¬ 
dian  prostitute  who  encounters  an  English¬ 
man  travelling  alone.  When  he  makes  an 


offer  to  the  man,  the  traveller  recoils,  in¬ 
sisting  that  he  will  seek  out  his  own  affec¬ 
tion,  preferably  for  free.  From  there,  the 
story  rambles  on,  leaving  us  to  wonder  if  the 
two  will  get  together;  if  the  traveller  will 
leave  the  next  morning  (as  he  planned);  or  if 
the  Englishmen  will  find  his  own  choice  of 
affection,  free  or  otherwise.  It  never  gets 
any  deeper.  Robins  tells  us  next  to  nothing 
about  the  characters.  He  hints  slightly  that 
more  is  at  stake,  but  never  actually  says 
anything. 

Another  tale  consists  of  a  monologue,  ap¬ 
parently,  of  a  man  who  has  grown  unattrac¬ 
tive  in  his  older  years.  He’s  drunk,  and  he 
runs  into  a  former  lover  who  has  left  him  for 
someone  younger  and  more  attractive.  He 
wants  to  be  acknowledged  by  his  ex-.  No 
more,  no  less.  It  sounds  like  a  touching 
story,  but  it  stops  there.  Robins  never  lets  us 
inside  the  man.  We  know  nothing  about 
him,  and  because  we  don’t  know  him,  we 
don’t  care  about  him.  Robins  needs  to  create 
characters  who  compel  his  readers  to  reach 
out  for  them,  but  he  consistently  fails. 

“Reviewing  the  Landscape”  is  by  far  the 
worst  of  the  collection.  When  the  story 
begins,  the  narrator  observes  himself  and  his 
lover,  but  quickly  fades  into  a  past  memory, 
and  then  out  of  it,  and  then  back  into  it.  It 
could  be  a  clever  device,  but  Robins  never 
clearly  establishes  where  he  is  or  with  whom. 

On  top  of  all  these  problems  with  writing, 
this  particular  edition  is  poorly  produced 
and  edited.  The  stories  seem  to  have  been 
chosen  at  random,  with  no  common  thread 
binding  them  together.  And  the  actual 
layout  of  the  book  is  somewhat  confusing. 
The  stories  could  be  separated  more  clearly, 
and  the  introductory  material  needs  to  be 
printed  in  another  typeface  to  set  it  apart 
from  the  stories. 

As  for  the  one  solid  story  in  this  volume, 
it’s  called  “Victory.”  □ 


Beautiful 

Continued  from  page  7 

narrator’s  trip  to  a  clandestine  tea  dance  in 
someone’s  college  room? 

And  a  second  later  I’d  glided  into  his 
arms,  his  hands  rested  on  my  shoulders, 
my  arms  reached  around  his  waist,  we 
closed  our  eyes  and  the  blind  led  the  blind. 
Brenda  Lee  was  singing,  ‘Break  it  to  me 
gently,’  but  I  ignored  the  words.  I  rested 
my  cheek  on  his  chest  and  thought.  All 
I’ve  ever  wanted  is  to  rest  here,  the  word 
really  was  rest.... And  yet  there  was  no 
cause  for  shame  here,  not  even  when  I 
looked  up  for  a  kiss  and  got  one.  He  didn’t 
desire  me  (what  god  would?),  but  he 
would  let  me  stay  in  his  arms  until  the  end 
of  this  song  or  the  next  and  that  was  more 
than  I’d  ever  expected. 

White  has  a  healthy  appreciation  of  how 
things  were  for  those  of  us  who  had  to  figure 
out  a  lifestyle  before  there  was  a  general  net¬ 
work  of  magazines  and  books  and  movies 
about  us.  He  beautifully  delineates  a  time 
when  a  self-hating  homosexual  man  looks  at 
the  Mattachine  Society’s  publication  One 
and  angrily  asks  why  criminals  should  be 
allowed  their  own  magazine.  On  at  least  two 


occasions  White  leaves  that  early  world  he 
so  meticulously  recreates,  and  lets  us  see  him 
as  he  writes  this  marvelous  book: 

Shame  and  gratitude,  I  said  a  moment 
ago,  but  surely  gratitude  was  normal 
enough.  Anyone  who  ever  let  me  in  his 
body  or  arms  I  still  feel  grateful  to.  That’s 
why  so  many  of  my  friends  are  old  lovers, 

I  suppose.  And  that  includes,  these  days, 
dying  and  dead  friends  as  well,  to  whom 
the  flesh,  my  flesh,  still  connects  me. 

This  new  White  comes  through  almost 
unintentionally  at  times:  “Fred’s  voice  and 
the  tango  explored  the  folds  of  my  brain  like 
a  deadly  parasite,  whose  progress  can’t  be 
detected  except  after  it  slowly  starts  to 
unsnap  higher  functions.” 

Perhaps  fear  that  gay  men  will  soon  be  ex¬ 
tinct  fired  the  fuel  that  makes  this  novel 
glow  so  bright.  Whatever  the  motivation. 
White  has  given  us  a  work  that  is  unparallel¬ 
ed,  and  certainly  unprecedented  in  its  ex¬ 
plication  of  what  it  was  like,  once  upon  a 
repressed  time,  to  help  build  a  community  in 
the  middle  of  a  hostile  world.  □ 


Tough  rural  dykes,  a 
woman  in  flight, 
lesbian  sci-fi 


Three  novels  from  New  Victoria 


Look  Under  the  Hawthorn 

Ellen  Frye 

New  Victoria  Publishers,  Norwich,  VT 
1987. 

$ 7.95  paper,  229  pp. 

Runway  At  Eland  Springs 

Rebecca  Beguin 

New  Victoria  Pub.,  Norwich,  VT  1987 
$7.95  paper,  231  pp. 

Promise  of  the  Rose  Stone 

Claudia  McKay 

New  Victoria  Pub.,  Norwich,  VT  1986. 

$ 7.95  paper,  238  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 

ook  Under  the  Hawthorn  is  a  good 
story  with  a  wide  variety  of  subplots 
and  interesting  characters.  Pro¬ 
tagonist  Edie  Cafferty,  a  tough  rural  dyke 
reminiscent  of  Frenchie  in  Lee  Lynch’s  The 
Swashbuckler ,  is  a  bookkeeper  by  profes¬ 
sion,  artistic  welder  by  vocation  and  an  avid 
jazz  fan. 

After  20-odd  years  of  working  and  drink¬ 
ing  and  welding  (and  fewer  and  fewer  and 
shorter  and  shorter  relationships)  Edie  sets 
off  to  find  the  daughter  she  gave  up  32  years 
before.  During  her  search,  she  meets  An- 
nabelle,  a  jazz  pianist  and  adoptee  who  is 
looking  for  any  clues  to  her  birth  mother. 
When  Annabelle  does  find  out  about  her 
mother,  who  is  dead,  she  flips  out.  The 
strength  of  the  book  lies  with  the  depiction 
of  the  time  Annabelle  spends  lost  within  her 
own  mind,  silent  for  days,  feelings  and 
memories  whirling  in  her  head.  Recovery 
comes  slowly  and  after  Edie’s  resolution 
with  her  own  daughter  and  granddaughter, 
Annabelle  and  Edie  fashion  a  resolution  of 
their  own. 

Using  a  butch-identified  woman  to  talk 
about  the  various  changes  in  the  gay  and 
straight  worlds  (less  strict  roles,  liberaliza¬ 
tion  of  adoptee  rights,  growing  con¬ 
sciousness  of  race  and  class  issues),  works 
pretty  well  most  of  the  time.  The  circular 
plot  twists  don’t  work  as  well  as  the  author 
might  have  intended;  at  times  it  seems  like 
the  action  is  dependent  on  too  much  coin¬ 
cidence.  Edie  functions  as  an  observer  and  a 
participant  in  both  the  changes  that  occur 
and  the  describing  of  them.  Often  what 
begins  as  part  of  the  plot  ends  up  as  a 
subplot. 

One  subplot  that  deserves  a  book  of  its 


own  is  the  story  of  Edie’s  Aunt  Flo.  She  is 
67,  living  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and 
desperately  missing  her  best  friend  and 
former  roommate  Charlene  who  went  to 
Greece  some  years  before.  Their  past 
and/or  their  future  would  make  a  wonder¬ 
ful  story,  or  series  of  stories.  Maybe  New 
Victoria  Press  or  Ellen  Frye  can  be  convinc¬ 
ed. 

Runway  at  Eland  Springs,  set  in  colonial 
Kenya  when  air  travel  was  in  its  infancy, 
centers  on  Anna,  a  white  solo  flyer.  The 
story  owes  much  to  Beryl  Markham’s  mem¬ 
oirs,  as  Beguin  notes  in  her  acknow¬ 
ledgments. 

The  plot  revolves  around  Anna’s  deter¬ 
mination  to  fly  solo  for  a  living.  She  ac¬ 
complishes  this  by  spotting  game  from  the 
air  for  hunters  and  by  flying  supplies  to  and 
from  the  city  to  remote  outposts.  It  is  at  one 
of  these  outposts,  a  camp/hotel,  that  Anna 
meets  Gillian,  the  lonely  proprietor.  As  both 
women  fend  off  the  unwelcome  advances  of 
the  various  men  they  encounter,  they 
become  closer  and  closer  to  each  other. 
Eventually  they  begin  to  see  their  lives  only 
in  relation  to  each  other.  Tangential  con¬ 
flicts  involve  Anna’s  discomfort  at  helping 
hunters  butcher  elephants,  rival  love  in¬ 
terests  and  family  dynamics. 

The  story  does  not  deal  with  issues  of 
British  colonialism,  and  while  Anna  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  sister  to  the  Black  men  and  women 
she  grew  up  with,  she  is  by  no  means  an  ac¬ 
tivist. 

Much  of  the  action  takes  place  in  flight, 
but  unfortunately,  Anna’s  ecstacy  in  being 
airborne  is  relayed  unconvincingly.  With  so 
much  in-flight  action,  the  story  itself  seems 
skimpy.  In  addition,  a  glossary  could  have 
been  provided  for  the  French,  Swahili,  and 
Afrikaans  words. 

Still,  readers  interested  in  stories  like 
Markham’s,  with  the  addition  of  a  lesbian 
love  affair,  will  find  Eland  Springs  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  read. 

Promise  of  the  Rose  Stone  fulfills  no  pro¬ 
mise  at  all.  Told  in  a  non-linear,  confused 
and  complicated  fashion,  it  tells  the  story  of 
a  young  woman  trying  to  save,  then  return 
to,  her  native  village.  This  is  feminist 
speculative  fiction;  it  takes  place  in  earth’s 
future.  Overcoming  obstacles,  Isa,  our  main 
character,  achieves  some  kind  of  resolution, 
along  with  her  girlfriend  and  the  girlfriend’s 
child.  The  story  does  have  intense  imagery 
and  well-developed  characters;  they  just 
flounder  in  a  marginal  plot.  □ 


Familiar  families 


Cathy  Cockrell  heads  straight 
A  Simple  Fact 

Cathy  Cockrell 

Hanging  Loose  Press,  Brooklyn,  1 98  7 
$8  paper,  87  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Patricia  A.  Roth 

ow  the  soul  survives  within  families 
—  and  without  families  —  is  Cathy 
Cockrell’s  theme  in  this  second  col¬ 
lection  of  her  short  fiction.  Let  Cockrell’s 
gentle  touch  deceive  us  not:  it  heads  straight 
for  the  jugular.  Her  style,  precise  and  un¬ 
pretentious,  pulls  the  reader  in:  the  scenes 
she  sets  feel  comfortingly  familiar  —  until 
the  knife  plunges.  After  that,  everything  is 
still  familiar;  we  wish  it  weren’t. 

In  “Hold  Still  Now,  Stacy,”  a  family  goes 
on  a  car  trip.  “Dad  drove.  Mom  talked.” 
Stacy,  a  young  girl,  hopes  this  journey  will 
lead  her  to  origins  amongst  memories  of  her 
grandfather  and  the  house  where  her  mother 
grew  up.  But  the  family’s  destination  ends 
up  far  from  Stacy’s  dreams. 

In  “Travelling,”  a  family’s  been  con¬ 
tinually  on  the  move.  In  fact,  mother’s  long 
gone,  father  lives  across  town  with  his  bottle 
and  his  illusions.  Daughter  June 
(“Junebug”  to  her  father),  lives  with  a  god¬ 
mother,  travelling  again  and  again  by  cross¬ 
town  bus  to  his  lodgings.  This  ritual  of  hope 


for  the  jugular 


continues,  until  June  finds  in  her  place  a 
lady  with  a  fur  coat  and  red  hair,  his  new 
Continued  on  page  10 
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2nd  annual  GCN  cabaret 


Actors,  musicians,  a  poet,  dancers  and  comedians  entertained  400  people  at  the  second  annual  Les/Gay 
Cabaret  at  Paine  Hall  in  Cambridge,  March  20.  Emcees  Urvashi  Vaid  and  Abe  Rybeck,  along  with  the  show’s 
six  sign  language  interpreters,  also  kept  the  audience  laughing  during  the  showcase  of  both  well-known  and 
new  lesbian  and  gay  talent.  The  yearly  event  raises  funds  for  GCN. 

Performers  pictured  above  are  poetjewelle  Gomez  (top  left),  dancer  Stephen  Pelton  (top  right),  and  pup¬ 
peteers  Stephen  Harrington,  Abe  Rybeck  and  Scottie  Madden  (bottom,  left  to  right).  Also  donating  their 
time  for  the  benefit  were  the  band  the  Girlillas,  magician/mime  Jim  Vetter,  and  dancers  Hamish  Blackman 
and  Jeffry  Pike. 


Families 

Continued  from  page  9 

wife.  Her  father  tells  her,  “Look,  Junebug, 
there  are  things  I’ve  never  said.  I  don’t  know 
why,  and  I’ve  always  meant  to  and  wanted 
to  give  you  that.” 

In  “Nada,”  more  loss  and  distance.  Man- 
nie  is  a  mother  who’s  never  ceased  to  mourn 
the  disappearance  of  her  daughter  Nada  in¬ 
to  the  political  underground.  She  creates  a 
surrogate  daughter  out  of  Jess,  her 
daughter’s  former  friend,  but  shows  films 
on  the  ’60s  weekly  to  keep  her  hope  in  Nada 
alive.  Jess,  who  never  says  no  to  Mannie, 
can’t  claim  the  future  either.  In  the  end  it  is 
Nada,  an  usherette  in  Minneapolis,  or  a 
secretary  in  Portland,  who  remains  the  most 
fully  alive. 

The  title  story  is  about  Libby,  a  young 
white  woman.  She  attaches  herself,  without 
thinking,  to  a  young  Black  child  in  her 
neighborhood  named  James,  and  then,  to 
his  whole  family.  Tyrone,  James’  father, 
who’s  been  injured  in  a  logging  accident  and 
“not  quite  right  in  the  head  since,”  casually 
invites  Libby  along  on  an  overnight  family 
outing  up  to  the  Cascades.  Caught  up  in  the 
web  of  mutual  suspicion  based  on  stereo¬ 
types,  Libby  learns  the  arrogance  of  naivete 
and  privilege,  and  the  price  that  must  be 
paid. 

“The  Tree  Farm,”  the  only  story  to  deal 
with  overt  lesbian  characters,  gives  us  yet 
another  family  splintered,  the  feel  of  how  it 
is  to  sift  amongst  fragments  for  the  whole 
that  once  was.  Sheila  and  Quinn  had  once 
been  lovers,  on  lesbian  land,  on  a  tree  farm, 
complete  with  requisite  ’70s  dyke  comrades 
and  Sheila’s  daughter,  “Sunsh,”  short,  of 
course,  for  “Sunshine.”  Now,  Sheila’s  still 
on  the  land,  Sunsh  has  plunged  into  adoles¬ 
cence  (being  a  “girloid,”  Sheila  calls  it),  and 
Quinn  lives  in  Philadelphia  with  a  new 
lover.  When  Quinn  drives  up  the  mountain 
to  make  a  reunion  pilgrimage  she  learns  that 
you  can’t  go  home  again. 


Before  long  the  moon  would  rise,  just 
there,  and  Sheila’s  body  would  relax.  She 
would  fall  asleep,  and  Quinn  would  ar¬ 
range  the  robe  once  more  over  Sheila’s 
shoulders,  wondering  what  person  she 
herself  might  become  if  —  when  —  what 
had  charged  this  devotional  act  was  gone. 

(p.  79) 

“The  Tree  Farm”  evokes  lesbian  life  in 
the  ’70s  and  its  aftermath  with  such  ex¬ 
cruciating  accuracy  (no  coyness  or  stereo¬ 
types  as  the  few  others  who’ve  attempted  it 
display)  that  the  lesbian  reader  will  hunger 
for  more.  Yet  I  also  applaud  an  openly  gay 
writer  who  dares  to  explore  other  fictional 
themes  as  well,  and  an  alternative  press  such 
as  Hanging  Loose  (which  also  published 
Cockrell’s  first  collection,  Undershirts  and 
Other  Stories,  1982)  for  refusing  to  box 
writers  into  convenient  slots.  Readers  of  fine 
short  fiction,  whatever  their  sexual/affecta- 
tional  preferences,  will  appreciate  this 
volume  and  look  for  its  sequels.  □ 

Custody 

Continued  from  page  I 

and  who  grant  each  other  powers  of  at¬ 
torney  w'ill  fare  better  in  court.  She  said  that 
Karen  Thompson’s  long  struggle  to  care  for 
her  disabled  lover,  Sharon  Kowalski,  would 
have  been  aided  if  they  had  granted  one 
another  power  of  attorney.  “We  cannot 
count  of  the  good  graces  of  the  court 
system,”  said  Strauss. 

More  than  ever,  said  Ettelbrick,  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  is  focusing  on 
family  issues.  She  said  “our  community  gets 
screwed  in  many  ways  because  of  non¬ 
recognition  of  our  relationships”  and  that 
the  best  way  to  combat  stereotypes  is  to 
demonstrate  that  we  “do  indeed  have  rela¬ 
tionships  and  raise  children  and  that  we  are 
not  just  people  who  have  sex  in  dark 
bars.” 

□filed  from  Boston 
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Boston ’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 
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DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 
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The  Women's  Review 
of  Books 


Published  monthly 

A  source  of  information  and 
informed  opinion  that  more  and 
more  readers  find  indispensable. 

Not  just  a  guide  to  good  reading— 
a  monitor  of  the  currents  in 
contemporary  feminism. 

Recent  and  forthcoming  reviews  by 
Pauline  Bart,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
Barbara  Christian,  Michelle  Cliff, 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook,  Jean  Bethke 
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GLAD -DAY: 

BOOKSHOP 


LESBIAN  &  GAY  LITERATURE 


NEW  ENGLAND’S 
COMPREHENSIVE 
LESBIAN/GAY 
BOOKSELLERS 
M-SAT  9:30am  TO  11pm 
SUN  12noon  TO  9pm 


NEW  LOCATION  AND  EXTENDED  HOURS 

673  BOYLSTON  STREET  •  2nd  FLOOR 

ACROSS  FROM  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ENTRANCE 


A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  Street 
Inman  Square 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876  5310 

10  6Tues  Wed  Fri  Sat  10  9Thurs  12  6  Sun 
Books  -  Journals  •  Feminist  Presses  •  Records  &  Tapes  •  Cards  ■  Posters  •  Calendars  •  T-Shirts  •  Non-Sexist  Children  s  Books 


Common  Lives/  Lesbian  Lives 


Stories,  journals,  graphics,  essays,  humor,  poetry, 
autobiography,  and  more  .  .  . 

The  experiences  and  ideas  of  common  Lesbians. 


a  lesbian 
quarterly 


We  print  the  work  of  Lesbians  who  have  been 
kept  invisible  and  silent. 

,  ,  Common  Lives 

Single  issue;  $4.00  Mention  you  saw  our  ad  when  p  q  Box 

One  Year:  $  1 2.00  you  subscribe  and  get  4 2  FREE!  iOWA  City,  IA  52244 


Annopurno  Concerts  ond  The  Somerville  Theotre  present 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  15 
8:00pm 

CLAUDIA 
SCHMIDT 


A  weaver  of  spoilt 
Hoi  the  fire  of  genius'' 

—  The  Boston  Globe 

ond 

SHAWN  COLVIN 

"recoils  Stevie  Nicks  in  Her 
mystic  prime'' 

—  The  Boston  Globe 


SATURDAY 
APRIL  16 

8:00pm 


LIBANA'S 
Spring 


>pi  T 

Celebration! 

"highly  developed  musicion- 
ship  and  heart-filled  spirit" 
—  Equal  Times 


SATURDAY 
MAY  21 
8  &  10:30pm 


T<S#n  «r 
Ixbimotfr 
707-MOO. 


SOMERVILLE  THEATRE 


55  Davi*  Sauare,  W.  Somerville 
so-,  Thw,  on  the  red  line 
625-1081 


PATTY  LARKIN 

Boston's  *ovorite  folk 
performer  1986,  1987 

& 

BUSKIN 
&  BATTEAU 


National  Women’s  Music  Festival, 
June  2-5,  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay, 
Deidre  McCalla,  Teresa  Trull, 
Rhiannon,  Connie  Kaldor, 
Casselberry  &  DuPree,  Kay 
Gardner,  MUSE,  Jasmine,  Diane 
Mariechild,  Shuli  Goodman, 
Diane  Stein,  Nurudafina  Pili 
Abena,  Sonia  Johnson,  Anne 
Wilson  Schaef,  Becky  Birtha, 
Leslea  Newman,  Karen  Lee 
Osborne,  Barbara  Wilson.  For 
Brochure:  NWMF,  PO  Box  5217, 
Bloomington,  IN  47407. 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


gggljn  FENWAY 
1  .  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


...AFTER  THE  MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  -  WHAT  NEXT? 

FORWARD  IN  UNITY 

A  GRASSROOTS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
May  13-15, 1988 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Nationally  known  speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
Networking  opportunities  with  experienced  local  leaders  and  potential  leaders 
Entertainment,  inspiration,  and  fun 

Leadership  indudes:  Rep.  Karen  Clark,  City  Council  Member  Brian  Coyle,  Karen  Thompson,  John 
Bush,  Gil  Gerald  of  National  AIDS  Network,  representatives  from  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  many  local  organizations  from  around  the  country,  and  you! 

Four  dozen  or  more  workshops  covering  all  areas  of  the  contemporary  gay  and  lesbian  movement: 
fundraising,  organizing  for  legal  and  political  reforms,  working  within  institutions,  enabling  coalitiion 
and  solidarity  among  different  segments  of  the  community,  addressing  ratism  and  sexism,  and  more! 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  accessible  facilities  on  the  University  of  Minnesota  Campus.  Hotel  and 
community  housing  available.  Scholarships  available  for  low  income  persons. 

Write  for  information  today: 

Forward  in  Unity,  P.  0.  Box  300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

Co-sponsored  by  University  Lesbians  and  University  Gay  Community.  Forward  in  Unity  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant 

bom  the  Headwaters  Fund. 


From  cruising  to  shopping,  The  Disappearing  Act  (L-R)  Jamie  Mackenzie,  Michael  Oster,  Bill  Martel,  ex¬ 
plains  it  all  to  you 


The  urban  gay  camp 
and  croon 

Disappearing  Act  goes  off  key  on  AIDS  and  gentrification 
but  hits  on  a  personal  note 


Disappearing  Act:  A  New  Gay  Musical 
Revue.  Directed  by  Michael  Oster.  Starring  Jamie 
MacKenzie,  Bill  Martel  and  Michael  Oster.  At  the 
Club  Cabaret,  Boston  through  April  24. 

By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

What  is  it  about  gay  men  that  they’re 
so  often  linked  with  musical  revue 
in  a  cabaret  milieu?  Is  it  the  in¬ 
timate  ambience  —  more  intime,  more 
revealing  —  than  larger  stage  productions? 
Is  there  more  room  for  specialized  acts  that 
need  not  draw  a  larger  (read  straighter) 
crowd?  Can  the  lyrics  be  more  daring  and 
risque,  the  singers  more  genuinely  emo¬ 
tional?  In  any  case,  poised  as  it  is  halfway 
between  a  Broadway  musical  on  one  end 
and  a  piano  bar  on  the  other,  cabaret  fills  a 
special  niche. 

And  yet  for  all  that  gay  presence,  rarely 
does  cabaret  openly  appreciate  contribution 
a  from  gay  men.  So 

IllP/l  I  f*A  when  Club  Cab- 

IllVaitV  aret  -  which 

showcases  an  in¬ 
credibly  wide  range  of  talent  —  opens  its 
doors  to  explicitly  gay/lesbian  shows  like 
Ten  Percent  Review,  I  rejoice.  Now,  just 
months  after  Ten  Percent  ended  its  return 
run  comes  a  new  explicitly  gay  male  produc¬ 
tion,  Disappearing  Act,  billed  as  “a  new  gay 
musical  revue.” 

For  sheer  energy  and  exhilaration,  Disap¬ 
pearing  Act  is  a  winner.  This  two-act  set 
packs  in  over  a  dozen  songs  per  act,  all  writ¬ 
ten  (and  composed  and  choreographed)  by 
Michael  Oster.  Oster’s  name  may  be 
familiar  to  Boston-area  residents  who  saw 
the  musical  he  co-wrote,  Sheboppin  ’,  a  cam¬ 
py  look  at  a  1963  beauty  salon.  Oster  and  his 
two  co-stars,  Jamie  MacKenzie  and  Bill 
Martel,  boogie  and  bop,  sway  and  swish, 
and  camp  and  croon  through  tightly  worked 
production  numbers  addressing  a  range  of 
serious  (and  not-so-serious)  issues  that  mid¬ 
dle  class,  urban  gay  men  come  up  against  — 
coming  out,  the  ups  and  downs  of  relation¬ 


ships,  safe  sex  and  cruising,  shopping,  going 
to  the  gym,  etc.  The  list  goes  on  to  include 
the  stereotypical  (a  man  whose  boyfriend  is 
a  Judy  Garland  freak)  to  the  poignant  (a 
dead  man’s  lover  dealing  with  his  scavenger¬ 
like  in-laws  who  descend  upon  his  apart¬ 
ment  to  claim  their  dead  son’s  belongings). 

Disappearing  Act  is  at  its  best  when  it 
deals  with  the  personal.  The  mock-horror 
discovery  about  last  night’s  trick  (‘‘I  Slept 
with  a  Zombie”)  and  the  below-the-surface 
tension  of  role-laden  couples  (“Fruits  of 
Domestic  Bliss”)  are  hysterical.  And  indeed 
with  the  finale,  called  “The  Nightmare,” 
Oster  has  saved  the  best  for  last.  The 
nightmare  is  being  trapped  in  an  operatic 
version  of  The  Boys  in  Band.  Some  of  the 
ballads  are  pleasant  and  provide  a  good 
break  from  the  faster-paced  numbers, 
although  I  wouldn’t  have  minded  a  show 
that  never  lost  its  speed. 

For  Boston  audiences,  the  political  con¬ 
tent  of  a  show  can’t  go  ignored,  and  here 
Disappearing  Act  can’t  deliver  the  same 
punch.  True,  it  has  a  fabulous  piece  about 
foster  care  (“Whoops!  Dropped  the 
Baby!”)  in  which  baby  dolls  are  treated  like 
giant  yo-yo’s  by  hypocritical  parents, 
bureaucrats  and  governors.  And  barbs  are 
directed  at  closeted  actors  who  play  into  the 
Entertainment  Tonight  fantasy  of  straight 
Hollywood  (“Double  Indemnity”).  Yet  ur¬ 
ban  living  is  viewed  as  a  problem  because 
poor  people  keep  down  the  property  values 
(“Gentrification”).  And  AIDS  is  treated 
like  an  afterthought  rather  than  an  obsessive 
theme  throughout  the  show.  Granted,  ex¬ 
pecting  songs  about  lesbians  or  gay  people 
of  color  was  naive,  but  the  absence  of  a 
more  pronounced  AIDS  motif  surprised 
me. 

But  Boston  audiences  are  an  influential 
group,  so  maybe  by  the  time  Disappearing 
Act  moves  on  in  late  April  we’ll  see  some 
changes  made.  In  the  meantime,  make  your 
reservations  and  take  your  reservations,  but 
go  see  it.  □ 


Precious 

Continued  from  page  7 

the  heretofore  hetero  charms  of  the  lovely 
Randall  Grayson,  a  no-nonsense  attorney 
handling  Ellen’s  estate?  For  a  book  with 
veritably  no  shading  or  subtlety,  first-time 
novelist  Evelyn  Kennedy  maintains  taut 
suspense  over  whether  Randall  will  take  the 
lavender  plunge.  It’s  touch  and  go  all  the 
way. 

Throwing  a  rather  slimy  wrench  into  the 
matter,  Randall’s  husband  Kenneth  —  also 
an  attorney  —  threatens  to  blow  the  profes¬ 
sional  cover  off  Randal!  and  Megan  if  they 
set  up  housekeeping.  (Er,  estate-keeping.) 
Meanwhile,  Megan’s  psychiatrist  friend 
Lynn  harbors  stormy  secret  passion  for 
Megan.  Weaving  in  and  out  of  the  main 
plot,  Lynn’s  ardor  further  complicates  the 
heated  race  for  Megan’s  fair  hand.  And  not 
without  connivance:  at  one  point  Lynn 
enlists  a  friend  to  pose  as  a  lover  in  an  effort 
to  stir  Megan’s  envy.  But  Megan,  hard¬ 


working  as  always,  fails  to  even  notice  the 
ploy. 

Despite  all  this  labyrinthine  intrigue, 
Cherished  Love  lacks  the  muscle  to  work  as 
either  spoof  or  send-up.  At  the  juiciest  plot 
points,  Megan  and  friends  tend  to  launch  in¬ 
to  polemical  discussions  about  the  com¬ 
promises  of  lesbian  professionals.  And  the 
sex  scenes,  wet  and  competent,  are  weaken¬ 
ed  by  the  pressing  theme  that  it’s  not  enough 
if  it’s  not  forever.  Kennedy’s  characters  are 
monochromatically  tidy,  without  doubt  or 
depth,  pursuing  only  further  comfort  in 
already  overly  comfortable  lives.  □ 
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Dancing 

Continued  from  page  6 

ny  Buraczeski’s  “Three  Days”  featured  on¬ 
ly  male  dancers.  Les  Johnson,  Christien 
Polos  and  Jim  Viera  danced  to  Dave 
Brubeck’s  music.  I  couldn’t  help  thinking 
how  difficult  it  must  be  for  boys  who  want 
to  be  dancers  to  stand  up  to  the  cultural 
biases  against  “sissies.”  It  felt  good  to 
celebrate  that  perseverance  at  this  AIDS 
benefit. 

And  then  there  was  the  tremendous  tap 
dancing.  As  Julia  Boynton,  who  spearhead¬ 
ed  the  Tap  Collaboration,  said,  “We 
wanted  an  affirmation  of  life,  not  a  confir¬ 
mation  of  death.”  And  tap  their  affirma¬ 
tion  they  did.  Clara  “C.B”  Brosnaham- 
Hetherington,  Pamela  Raff,  Sue  Ronson, 
Dianne  Walker  and  Boynton  each  took  a 
turn  tapping  out  a  different  rhythm.  And 
when  they  were  all  done,  they  came  on 
together  and  raised  the  audience  to  its  feet 
one  more  time. 

There  were  a  lot  of  women  dancers  in  this 
concert,  and  they  were  all  a  sight  for  this 
reviewer’s  sore  eyes.  But  there  was 
something  particularly  special  about  seeing 
(and  hearing)  five  women,  without  men, 
making  a  loud,  strong  “tapping”  female 
presence  on  stage. 

The  Boston  Ballet’s  selections  were  part 
of  the  company’s  regular  repertoire.  The 
Pas  de  Deux  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  had  been 
choreographed  by  Choo  San  Goh,  who 
recently  died  of  AIDS  complications.  “How 
cheated  I  feel  to  miss  the  ballets  he  would 
have  created,”  Bruce  Marks,  the  Boston 
Ballet’s  artistic  director,  is  quoted  as  saying 
in  the  program. 

All  the  performances  were  enhanced  by 
the  very  effective  lighting,  most  of  which 
was  handled  by  Nancy  Goldstein  of  Produc¬ 
tion  Plus.  And  the  sold-out  event  was  also  a 
financial  success,  with  $46,000  raised, 
almost  twice  last  year’s  take. 

As  always,  the  gathering  itself  was  as 
much  art  as  the  performances:  a  strange 
mixture  of  America  in  the  ‘80s.  It  was  an 
evening  when  it  was  okay  to  be  gay  at  the 
John  Hancock  Hall  and  homosexuality  was 
in  the  air  —  but  its  name  was  never  spoken. 
This  was  very  unlike  the  night  dykes  took 
over  Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York  City  five 
years  ago  to  celebrate  Olivia  Records’  10th 
anniversary  or  when  we  recently  took  over 
Washington  D.C.  for  the  weekend.  That’s 
okay.  AIDS  is  not  only  a  gay  disease 
(although  the  losses  in  the  dance  community 
are  probably  primarily  of  gay  men)  and  it  is 
important  that  support  for  people  with 
AIDS  come,  from  all  parts  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Still,  I  personally  like  to  have  the  “G” 
word  and  the  “L”  word  said  out  loud.  It’s 
affirming,  and  healing  for  that  other 
sickness  called  homophobia. 

It  was  also  an  evening  when  AIDS  was  on 
everyone’s  mind,  and  all  money  was  to  be 
funnelled  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
yet  there  was  no  literature  about  AIDS  and 
no  urging  that  people  get  involved  with  the 
Committee.  Was  the  point  to  keep  some  fine 
line  between  art  and  politics? 

All  in  all,  however,  it  was  an  evening  of 
tremendous  power.  Gay  and  straight  peo¬ 
ple,  corporate  sponsors  and  those  less  splen¬ 
didly  endowed  sat  together  to  appreciate  the 
dance  community  and  to  hope  for  an  end  to 
this  blight  we  know  as  AIDS. 

I  loved  it.  If  it  comes  around  again  next 
year,  think  about  attending.  This  year  the 
tickets  were  $25.  That’s  pricey  for  most  of 
us,  but  the  cost  can  be  eased  by  knowing  all 
the  money  goes  to  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee.  □ 


Darker  Proof 

Continued  from  page  8 

Can  you  imagine  Norman  Mailer’s 
mailbox  if  he  or  any  other  macho  outsider 
had  written  these  words?  I  wish  White 
would  use  his  exquisite  gift  to  create 
characters  whose  ragged  edges  are  not  blur¬ 
red  out  by  bank  accounts  and  overly-filled 
closets,  people  who  cannot  afford  Rusty 
Nails  and  Valium  to  take  the  edge  off  their 
acid  trips,  who  cannot  go  to  Europe  to  try  to 
escape  New  York’s  AIDS  statistics,  who 
cannot  go  to  the  remnants  of  ancient  civ¬ 
ilizations  to  try  to  get  over  the  loss  of  their 
most  current  lover.  “Ned  held  his  hand  in 
the  dark  and  Mark  spoiled  Ned’s  silk  poch¬ 
ette  by  blowing  his  nose  into  it.”  Good  for 
Mark;  but  cotton  and  snot  would  do.  □ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

•Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
*Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
•Discrimination 
•Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


H  I  i  |  IS  * 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U 

Imuranco 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


COMMUNITY. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGITAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  o(  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8S84 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St. .  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill.  Boston.  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7S88 

STD  clinic  (or  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P  0.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 
73I-I0IS 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ham 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 

- GCN  REPLY  B'Cxls 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

MARK  PROM  QUINCY 

Sorry  I  was  too  busy  and  frazzled  Friday  night  (the  25th) 
to  make  more  sustained  and  coherent  conversation  at 
the  work-party  and  afterward  at  videos.  Hope  you  will 
be  back  this  Friday! _ (37) 

GWM  36,  6’  1701b,  Handsome.  Brown  hair /moustache. 
Health  care  professional.  Serious/silly.  In¬ 
dependent/dependent.  Strong/ vulnerable. 
Mature/maturing.  Have  many  interests/good  friends, 
but  there  are  those  lonely  moments.  Seek  one  special 
friend  to  share  laughs,  thoughts  and  more.  Write  DH 
c/o  PO  Box  2854  Bklyn,  NY  11202. _ (38) 

ORIENTAL  GUY 

Tuesday  morning  Ashmont  Train.  I  was  on  wrong  train, 
got  off  at  UMass.  We  smiled  at  each  other  a  lot.  You’re 
beautiful!  Who  are  you?  GCN  Box  299. _ (38) 

FOOTLOOSE'N  FANCY  FREE 

LF  28  sks  dance  partner.  Longtime  pal  has  moved  away 
to  join  her  lover.  I’m  sgle,  tall,  very  active,  into  new 
wave,  funk,  some  disco/pop.  Prefer  similar  girls  with 
energy  to  go  out  Sundays.  GCN  Box  300 _ (38) 

A  GIFT  TO  YOUR  LOVER 

Are  you  ready  for  a  permanent  commitment?  We  offer  a 
ceremony  and  reception  in  the  presence  of  your  guests  to 
make  your  life  together  a  memorable  experience.  Call 
Cape  Cod  (617)  255-6713. _ (38) 

JEWEL  et  al 

You’ve  helped  me  learn  and  grow  this  past  year.  May 
more  good  times  come  our  way.  We’ll  FLY  high 
together.  Blessed  be.  of  course  you  do 
Lady  Megan _ (37) 

KENNEDY  SCHOOL  TEDDYBEAR 
You  sat  next  to  me,  stocky,  bearded,  glasses,  leather 
jacket.  In  balcony  bleachers.  Care  to  discuss  what  Ginny 
Apuzzo  said  over  coffee?  Or  whatever.  GCN  Box 
30L _ (38) 

BETSY  LOU 

What  will  become  of  the  L.  front?  Things  get  wierder  all 
the  time.  Isn’t  it  funny?  Now  that  we  figured  out  who 
pays  for  what,  what  should  Regina  and  Dean  pay  for? 
And  when?  Jerry. _ (37) 

MAY  BABY 

Okay,  close  your  eyes.  Okay,  count  to  ten.  Now,  open 
your  eyes  and  stick  out  your  paw.  Surprise! 

—  Regina 

P.S.  Hope  to  do  more  for  your  next  birthday. _ (37) 

OH  WOMANLY  ONE! 

Dean, 

Way  to  flow! 

_ Love,  the  Culini  women. _ (37) 

S.,  1  feel  lousy  (day  five  in  the  Sinus  Headache  Hostage 
Crisis)  and  in  no  mood  for  composition.  If  only  you 
would  give  in  and  buy  me  the  talking  Pee  Wee  Herman 
doll,  (Chairy,  sold  separately),  I  know  that  would  make 
me  feel  better.  U  NO  WHO. _ (37) 

GWF  25  attractive  looking  for  a  lasting  relationship  with 
a  warm,  caring,  creative  and  attractive  woman  aged 
23-28.  I’m  into  music,  movies  and  giving  and  getting  lots 
of  affection.  Send  photos  if  possible.  GCN  Box  295  (37) 


PERSONALS 

Non-smoking  drug-free  BiWM,  devoted,  affectionate, 
into  classical  music,  safe  kinky  sex  (bikinis,  G-strings, 
etc.),  youthful  51,  seeks  enduring,  caring  monogamous 
relationship.  Write  descriptive  letter. 

Lew,  GCN  Box  298 _ (37) 

I’m  27  year  old  Polish  gay  man,  who  lives  in  Warsaw.  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  gays  from  the  USA.  I’m 
interested  in  theatre,  opera,  cinema,  music,  tourism, 
and  I  know  English  language.  Marek  Wyloga,  Skrytka 
Poozt  142,  00-953  Warszawa  30,  Poland _ (37) 

TO  MY  LADY  MEGAN  ON  OUR  1ST  ANNIV 
You  are  the  beautiful  woman  I  adore.  You  turned  my 
life  from  despair  to  joy  in  one  magical  year.  We  have 
struggled  together  and  apart  through  the  abyss  of  pain 
to  rise  as  the  phoenix,  and  still  we  rise.  My  Lady  the 
Link  is  alive  always.  We  both  entered  locked  and 
shadowed  worlds.  Mine  you  filled  with  your  light  and 
love.  Now  the  children  laugh  with  trust.  We  are  safe.  In 
your  world  an  enigma  lay  dormant  now  alive  with  truth, 
love  and  magic.  My  Lady,  I  am  devoted  to  you  always 
and  wear  the  silver  circle  with  joy  and  pride  in  my 
belonging  to  you.  Your  joy  is  my  pleasure.  At  last  my 
trust  is  total  and  absolute. 

For  a  year  of  loving,  living,  learning,  laughing,  grow¬ 
ing,  and  for  ever  unfolding  miracles  like  flying  Riesling 
and  how  we  began,  I  J.  thank  the'Godess.  I  ask  her  to 
continue  to  bless  our  love,  our  growth, our  healing,  and 
all  our  efforts  to  give  to  each  other  and  to  all.  Bless  our 
journeys  separate  and  together.  I  thank  the  Goddess  for 
this  glorious  first  year  of  love  and  rebirth  and  ask  that 
this  first  year  be  followed  by  many  more  years  of 
discovery  and  joy.  And  greater  love  so  that  we  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  to  others  the  blessings  you  have  given  us.  I 
ask  all  this  or  its  equivalent  or  better.  For  the  good  of 
all.  According  to  Free  Will.  So  Mate  it  Be.  I  love  you 
Megan.  Jewel  et  al. _ (38) 

WOMEN  -  HAVE  THE 
TIME  OF  YOUR  LIVES! 

Plan  now  to  spend  5  days  over  Memorial  Day  Holiday 
(Thursday,  May  26-30th)  at  Campfest,  the  comfortable 
women’s  music  festival  held  near  Oxford,  PA.  Five  days 
of  feminist  and  lesbian  music  and  entertainment. 
Washington  Sisters,  Heather  Bishop,  Suede,  Gayle 
Marie,  Sisters  of  the  One  Eye,  Dyketones,  Amythyst, 
Faith  Petrie,  Jennifer  Justice/Lavender  Hearts.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  luxurious  setting.  Swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  courts,  indoor  hot  showers  and  flush 
toilets.  Choice  of  dormitory-styled  cabins  or  tenting. 
Crafts  marketplace,  workshops,  singles  activities,  soft- 
ball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at  Campfest  with  5  days 
of  entertainment,  housing  and  meals  for  $35  a  day  or 
less.  Don’t  miss  out  on  the  fun!  Write  to  Campfest:  RR3 
Box  185-006,  Franklinville,  NJ  08322,  or  call  Gail 
(609) 694-2037. _ 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  + /hr.) _ (47) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02 139.  (16.33) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE  LESBIANS 

Join  international  network  of  alumnae,  students,  and  friends, 
over  160  so  far!  Send  long  SASE,  ideas  to  D.  Albino,  32  Elm, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139,  (617)  8684)1 17 _ (38) 

CRAFTSWOMEN  WANTED! 

Who  are  interested  in  joining  The  Women's  Craftsmarket 
Collective  for  our  May  7th  and  June  4the  events.  Please  call 
(617)  576-6916  (1  lam-lOpm)  ASAP _ (38) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and" international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston.  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

_ SERVICES _ 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  serivee.  Free  Estimate  776-2271, _ (38) 

TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you’re  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)  964-2510. _ (41) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 
4755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


HELP  WANTED 


DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Part-time  —  You  set  hours.  Must  know  Middlesex 
County,  have  own  car  and  insurance.  Commissions. 
Mon-Sat  call  256-7285. _ (39) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper /maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (37) 

BIKE  SHOP 

Broadway  Bicycle  School  is  looking  for  female  and  male 
bicycle  mechanics  of  both  sexes  (joke).  Experience  is 
preferred,  but  we  will  train.  Call  868-3392. _ (39) 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 

Novice  and  experienced.  Transportation  helpful. 
Careful  work  essential.  787-9437, _ (38) 


Staffing  Coordinators 


Exciting  and  challenging  positions 
are  available  in  the  area’s  largest  and 
most  respected  temporary  nursing 
placement  service.  These  positions  are 
in  our  downtown  office,  with  openings 
on  days,  evenings,  and  weekends. 

We  have  both  full-time  and  part- 
time  openings.  Our  continued  growth 
requires  that  the  individuals  selected  be 
well-motivated,  articulate  and  have 
some  previous  related  experience. 
Responsibilities  include:  heavy 
telephone  contact  with  medical  clients 
and  temporary  employees,  interview¬ 
ing  and  placing  employees  on 
assignments.  Competitive  salary  and 
incentive  bonus  package  offered.  (This 
is  a  smoking  office.)  resume  indicating 
which  shift  and  full-  or  part-time  to: 


Steven  Kacouros 

Staff  Builders  Health  Care  Services 
18  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
or  call  523-3190 


HELP  WANTED 

CARE  ATTENDANTS 

For  lesbian  writer/sound  healer  w/cancer.  M,W,Th,F 
10pm  to  10am  and  some  Sats.  8-5pm.  Sched  may 
change.  $6/hr.  (neg.)  Gena  566-1873. _ (37) 

ADVOCATE 

at  Women’s  transitional  sheler  direct  services,  some  ad¬ 
mins.  work  32  hrs,  $16000,  call  566-6881.  Send  Resume 
to  Renewal  House,  P.O.  Box  919,  Roxbury,  MA  02120. 
Deadline,  April  30. _ (37) 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TO  CEO 
National  progressive  healthcare  company  located  in 
Waltham  seeks  a  mature  individual  to  provide  manage¬ 
ment,  admininstrative  and  secretarial  support  to  the 
President  and  CEO.  Individual  must  posess  a  high  level 
of  professionalism,  secretarial  and  administrative  skills, 
communication  skills  and  proven  ability  to  manage  peo¬ 
ple  and  projects.  Knowledge  of  word  processing  and 
spreadsheet  software  required.  Please  send  resume  and 
salary  history  to:  Susan  Taney,  Director  of  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Services,  ARC,  411  Waverley  Oaks, 
Wallham,  MA  02154. _ (38) 

SECRETARY 

The  Boston  Foundation  makes  grants  of  over  $12 
million  annually  to  a  broad  range  of  human  service,  ad¬ 
vocacy  and  social  change  organizations.  The  secretary 
would  work  with  two  program  officers  whose  areas  of 
concentration  include  community  organizing,  refugee 
issues,  and  women  issues.  RESPONSIBILITIES:  — 
General  secretarial  including  word  processing,  filing, 
scheduling  appointments,  organizing  occasional  large 
mailings,  answering  routine  correspondence,  processing 
purchase  orders  and  making  travel  arrangements,  etc.  — 
Basic  statistical  skills  and  ability  to  develop  simple 
charts.  —  Administering  special  projects  as  needed. 
QUALIFICATIONS:  —  At  least  two  years  of  secretarial 
experience.  —  Typing  50WPM.  Proficiency  in  word 
processing  (Foundation  has  IBM  displaywriter  system). 
—  Ability  to  transcribe  from  tapes.  —  Well  organized, 
highly  motivated,  self  starter  who  can  work  well  with  a 
range  of  individuals  and  organizations.  BENEFITS:  — 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  —  Good  benefits 
package  including  child  care  reimbursement. 
DEADLINE:  April  15.  1988.  Please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to:  Diane  Sullivan-Villano/Office  Manager, 
Boston  Foundation,  60  State  Street,  6th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02109.  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION/EQUAL  OP¬ 
PORTUNITY  EMPLOYER.  MINORITY  AP- 
PL1CANTS  ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY. _ (37) 

FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSIS¬ 
TANT 

Full  time  position  in  Battered  Women’s  organization 
located  in  Waltham  available.  Duties  include  grassroots 
fundraising,  contract  administration,  and  office 
management.  Experience  with  word  processing  a  plus. 
Supportive  work  environment.  Salary  18,200  plus 
benefits.  Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  24  Waltham,  MA 
02254.  Former  battered  women,  women  of  color  and 
others  encouraged  to  apply. _ (37) 

Hairdresser  wanted  for  busy  Provincetown  Salon.  Year- 
round  job,  living  accomodations  possible.  Call  Pete  im- 
mediately  for  interview,  leave  message.  487-1646.  (38) 

STAFF  EDITOR 

Dollars  &  Sense  magazine.  Responsibilities  include 
writing/editing  articles  on  current  economic  issues,  and 
magazine  management.  Part-time  position.  Salary  based 
on  $16,200  full-time.  Health  benefits.  Women  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume  and 
writing  samples  by  April  25  to  Dollars  &  Sense,  1  Sum- 
mer  Street.  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (37) 

DANCE  CO.  MANAGER 

North  Atlantic  Ballet  seeks  business  manager  to  oversee 
all  programs  and  administrative  functions.  Some  fiscal 
responsibility.  BA  plus  4  years  related  experience,  or 
MA  in  field  plus  2  years  related  experience.  Preference 
to  applicants  with  non-profit  or  arts  organization  ex¬ 
perience.  Salary  mid-20’s.  Submit  resume  and  letter  of 
intent  to  GCN  Box  2%. _ (38) 


FTBNWAY 
^COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

PATIENT 
SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT 

Full-time  position.  Salary  and  full 
benefits.  Experience  with  billing 
systems  or  health  care  helpful  but 
not  required.  Contact:  Nancy, 
267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  IV! A  02115 _ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

JP  SUMMER  SUBLET/FALL  OPTION 

Three  l.f.s  seeking  L.F.  25  +  to  share  beautiful  J.P.  apt. 
progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Summer/possible  fall 
option.  (6/1-8/31  negotiable).  Near  Pond,  arboretum, 
T.  No  smoking.  $192.50+  call  Beth  326-0400 
days/524-6209  nights. _ (38) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  TEELE  SQ 
GM  26  seeks  M/F  for  2BR  Apt,  hardwood  floors,  pan¬ 
try,  near  red  line  and  busses,  no  pets/smokers,  avail  5/1 
$350  plus  utils,  and  security  dep.  Ken  776-7894.  (38) 

L  seeks  F  for  2  bdrm.  apt.  in  Watertown.  Convenient 
location.  No  pets.  Avail.  June  1st  282.50  plus  utilities. 
Call  Ginny  926-3474. _ (38) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED  IN  WATERTOWN 
Two  unfurnished  rooms  for  quiet  female.  Great  for 
bedroom  and  study  or  sitting  room.  Large  kitchen, 
yard,  one  block  from  public  transportation.  No  pets, 
drugs,  alcohol  or  smokers  please.  $400.00  month.  Cali 
924-6541, _ (3|) 

3W  seeking  4th  W  to  share  spacious  half  of  a  two  family 
house  in  Dorchester.  On  street  parking.  Near  T.  Semi¬ 
coop.  No  heterophobics.  200 +.  Available  5/1.  Call 
265-8818. _ (39) 

2GM  +  2L  seek  5th  30  ±  for  JP  Victorian  House. 
Lovelyu  home,  convenient  to  pond,  T,  shopping.  $325 
to  375  plus.  524-7390  or  522-8786. _ (37) 

April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF’s  sk  IF  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 

J  623-8603. _ (37) 


P - - — - - - - - --—I 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  wniing  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25t  per  word  (3S«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost; 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  — 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $ — 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 

Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920’s  style  (newly 
rehab’d)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  amd  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 
(May  1  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966. _ (37) 

2  LF’s  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  Have  cat,  one  more 
ok.  No  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  Good  location.  Clean, 
friendly  home.  Quiet.  $245+  625-7935. _ (37) 

NONTHEMATIC  QUEERS  SEEK  SAME 
LF  and  GM  seek  two  rmmts.  for  nice  large  house.  Union 
Sqare-Somerville  smokers.  Two  cats.  Friendly,  indep. 
household  $170/$210  first/last  avail.  4/1  Dean  or 
Kirsten  628-1652. _ (37) 

Housemates  wanted  to  share  7  room  house  near  T  and 
beach  in  Quincy  $450  +  util.  471-9353.  No  smoking,  no 
drugs  or  alcohol  preferred. _ (37) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 
Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  Davis  Square.  776-0303. _ (37) 

Non-smoking  L  (25  +  )  sought  for  Cambridge  apt.  (Bel¬ 
mont  Line)  Nr  T  (10  min  to  Harvard  on  bus).  Rent  $325 
including  util.  Laundry  in  building.  Call  864-4314.  (37) 

LF  or  BiF,  28 +  ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It's  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350+  .  277-5835. _ (37) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+ . 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (37) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  Ig  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367, _ (37) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

GM  31  musician  Mass,  native  seeking  home  and  Vi  friendly 
considered  roommates.  $300  maximum,  need  parking,  prefer 
10+  miles  outside  Boston.  Call  lan  789-4001  before 
11pm, _ (38) 

APARTMENTS 

P-TOWN  APT 

Priv.  beach;  cable  T.V.,  wash/dry;  A/C,  Q-Bed,  Sleeper  sofa, 
kitch.  appl’s,  micro,  linen.  Very  Contemp.,  no  pets, 
nonsmoking.  Call  Don  (617)  963-2509;  7-9pm  M-F.  Sum- 
mer/$6,700. _ (38) 

WATERTOWN 

Great  two-room  sublet  for  responsible,  quiet  female.  Kitchen 
privs.,  yard,  near  “T”.  Drug,  smoke,  alcohol,  pet  free  home. 
Call  924-6541, _ (37) 

_ REAL  ESTATE 

CAMBRIDGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE 

Renovated  antique  farmhouse.  First  floor  open  plan 
with  exposed  brick  chimney  —  sliders  to  redwood  hot 
tub.  3  bedrooms,  2  baths.  Deck  and  patio.  Solar  Hot- 
water.  Near  Memorial  Drive  —  walk  to  shopping, 
Charles  River,  Central  and  Harvard  Square.  $227K. 
Sheryl  924-0199. _ (38) 

GREAT  JR  CONDOS  FOR  SALE 

Fab  6  room,  3  bed,  1  bath  condos,  1100  s.f., 

Euro  Kit.  and  bath,  oak  floors,  beautiful  layout 
only  $113,900  and  $119,900  near  new  T 
Call  Walter  at  Century  21  522-7075 
_ (38) 

HOME  FOR  SALE 

Charming  Victorian  Saltbox  in  historic  Providence 
neighborhood.  Double  lvrm  with  fireplace,  dining 
room,  European  kitchen.  4  bdrms  I'A  baths.  Tiled 
foyer,  wood  floors.  Totally  renovated  with  new  systems. 
Double  lot,  garage  and  deck.  Expandable  attic  space. 
$95,000  Call  Tom  or  Sue  (401)  521-60*6. _ (38) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.'SF,  CA.  94114. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL.  ALUM! 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ _ _ (38) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited 

participate. _ 


CH1LTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

...  ,  ,  Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 

Michael  Kitty 

787-0428  282-6437 1 


VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Celebrate  Spring  with  a  visit  to  Vermont.  Cozy  woman- 
owned  &  operated  farm/retreat.  Adorable  beby  goats, 
horseback  riding,  maple  sugaring,  spring  skiing.  A 
scenic  3/2  hours  from  Boston.  Off  season  rates.  Call 
(802)  533-7772. _ _ (39) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ _ (Ex) 

GUARDIAN.'lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  DeptGCN,  33W  1 7th St.  NY.  NY.IOOII. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr,  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263C.,  SF,  CA  94114. 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN  ’ 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$11  /yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23.  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news-  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $!5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerlv,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522  0326 


From  S18  /  hr. 

> 

.  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

oc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:r 

236-1848 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


MON-WED  10-6 
THU-SAT  10-9 
SUNDAY  9-6 


THE  CHEF’S  DELIGHT 

FREE 

Over  149  spices  in  stock 

Package  "Of 

all  natural 
hand  packed 

guaranteed  , 

it  vi 

numerous  vinegars  &  oils 

Bread  Crumbs 

over  50  cuts  of  pasta 

7  oz. 

many  other  gourmet 
items 

No  purchase 
Necessary 

Only  With  This  \ 

Coupon 

Service  available  to:  small  stores, 

restaurants,  institutions. 

WHOLESALE  CALL  561-1122 

Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist, 


PENPAL  Programs!! 

Joint  Venture  (for  gay  and  bi-men),  PO  Box 
26-8680.  Chicago  IL  60626 
GLCSE,  PO  Box  38777,  Hollywood,  CA  90038 
(gays,  lesbians,  bi’s) 

Prison  Pen  Pals,  PO  Box  1217,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45201 

East-West  Journal,  Dept  ST,  Box  1200, 
Brookline  Village,  MA  02147 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  c/o  Jim 
Powell,  1919  Decatur,  Houston,  TX  77007 
Wilman,  Box  722,  New  York,  NY  10011. 
Metropolitan  Comm.  Church,  Box  7226,  St 
Louis  MO  63177  (only  for  prisoners  in  Ind,  III, 
Iowa  and  MO) 

Metropolitan  Comm.  Church,  5300  Santa 
Monica  Blvd,  LA,  CA  90029. 

Prison  Pen  Pals,  Box  92122,  San  Diego,  CA 
92138  (for  Cal.  prisoners) 

Minority  Prisoner  Project,  3214  Anna  St,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  AR  72204  (for  TV/TS  prisoners  only) 
Tender  Loving  Brotherhood,  c/o  Jim  Lowe, 
Box  3000-A,  San  Jose  CA  95156. 

HEY  OUTSIDERS!  Most  of  these  penpal  pro¬ 
jects  have  lots  more  insiders  than  outsiders  in¬ 
volved.  How  about  spreading  the  word  and 
getting  your  friends  to  write  someone! 

HEY  PRISONERS!  Things  change,  including 
penpal  groups,  so  if  you  find  some  new  ones  or 
if  one  of  these  goes  out  of  ‘business’,  PLEASE 
let  GCN  know  so  we  can  keep  this  list  up  to 
date!  THANKS! 


Gay  Black  inmate,  Cancer,  interested  in 
reading,  love  Stephen  King,  sports,  music, 
writing.  Would  love  to  hear  from  sincere  people 
who  wish  to  start  a  correspondence  of  more 
than  one  or  two  letters.  Emmette  MITCHELL, 
C-22649  (H329),  PO  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA 
95696. _ _  • 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  bi-men.  1  will 
write  anyone  who  writes  me.  Gary  TIPPS, 
343978,  Rt  1  Box  1,  Huntsville  TX  77349.  « 

I’m  looking  for  a  friend  on  the  outside.  My 
hobbies  are  cooking,  C&W  and  blue  grass 
music  and  old  RnR.  Please  write.  Gary. 
TEAGUE,  977  Camp  Rd,  Salisbury  NC  28144, 


9?' 


I’m  an  attractive  30  yr  old  female,  pretty  black 
skin,  looking  for  a  mature  woman  to  share  my 
thoughts  and  interests  with  and  one  that  can  ac¬ 
cept  the  fact  that  I’m  currently  incarcerated.  I 
enjoy  music,  dancing,  and  some  sports.  My  oc¬ 
cupation  used  to  be  nursing.  Sincerely,  your 
friend.  Queen  Esther  MOSES,  738823,  PO  Box 
8540  (455),  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


Dyke  looking  tor  a  temale  pert 
corresponcf  with  and  build  a  friendship  with. 
Not  supposed  to  write  other  prisoners,  but  if 
your  mail  isn’t  ‘stamped’  I  should  get  it.  Age  no 
difference.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615,  Box 
1 1492-EHU,  Oklahoma  City  OK  73136. 


A  couple  of  months  ago  you  placed  a  penpal 
add  in  your  paper  for  me  but  no  one  answered. 
I’m  receiving  the  paper  and  I  appreciate  it. 
Would  you  please  run  it  again.  I  need  to  hear 
from  people.  I’m  growing  real  discouraged.  I 
could  use  someone  to  help  me  hang  on.  Denise 
Parker,  A152035,  PO  Box  8540  (236),  Pem¬ 
broke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I  am  25  years  old  and  a  stud  broad.  I’m  looking 
for  a  woman  that  is  honest  and  wants  a  good 
relationship,  and  who  is  not  scared  to  death  to 
take  chances  (in  a  relationship),  and  who  is  gen¬ 
tle  and  mature  and  fun-loving.  Joy  KAULA1- 
TY,  154816,  Box  11492,  OKC,  OK  73136. 


I’m  bisexual  and  interested  in  writing  people 
who  still  believe  in  sincere  friendship.  Thank 
you  for  your  paper.  It  is  terrific  and  enlighten¬ 
ing— Keep  the  presses  rollin’!  Johnny  HEARD, 
D-7652,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


I  am  seeking  an  acquaintance  with  whom  I  can 
share  correspondence,  ideas  and  feelings.  I  am 
52.  Everything  that  is  sent  in  here  is  censored. 
James  JACINTH,  8163,  Box  600,  Eagle  River, 
AK  99577. 


I  answer  to  the  name  of  ‘Jan’  and  am  a  Black, 
transvestite,  Person  with  AIDS  presently  in 
isolation,  being  a  victim  of  ‘kidnapping’  by  the 
bigoted  racist  administration  here.  I’m  a 
stenographer  and  paralegal  clerk  and  will  be  in 
need  of  employment  on  release  (this  year 
perhaps,  hopefully  to  the  east  or  west  coast).  I 
sure  could  use  some  informal  legal  advice  also. 
THANKS!  Joseph  GRIFFIN,  79A  3144,  Box 
618,  Auburn  NY  13024. 


Gay  prisoner  would  like  to  correspond  with 
anyone  who  would  like  to  write  me.  I  write 
poetry,  read  books,  jog,  exercise,  DRAW!  and 
listen  to  music.  Rocky  OSTRANDER,  23398, 
Box  7000,  Carson  City  NY  89702 


I’m  .37,  and  enjoy  ail  types  of  music,  books, 

talk  shows,  leather  craft.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  a 
sincere  person.  Thomas  MEDFORD,  111279, 
C-T-H-L-13,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Prisoner  of  conscience  interested  in  establishing 
friendships  by  mail.  I  like  music,  politics,  art, 
writing  and  people  from  everywhere.  I  was  rais¬ 
ed  in  Alaska.  James  L.  HOBBS,  D-55572  (WB- 
313L),  Box  705,  Soledad  CA  93960. 


Gay  Latin  prisoner  finishing  sentence  for  tax 
evasion,  totally  passive,  looking  for  caring, 
monogamous,  and  sexually  aggressive  person. 
Francesco  FERNANDEZ,  85A5102,  Box  51, 
Comstock  NY  12821. 


A  V' 
in  lc 


oung  black  man  at  age  of  26  very  well  built 
ock  up  is  looking  for  other  gay  or  bi  men  to 
be  penpals  with.  Color  don’t  matter.  Contact 
Lee  GREEN,  D-16560,  CMF  SO-1,  PO  Box 
4000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

Seeking  TS  “She-male”.  Write  this  afficionado 
of  queens  for  companionship.  Steven  Francis 

WAVRA, -  ~  - 

27509. 


I  am  21  and  serving  6  years  for  vehicular 
manslaughter.  I’ve  been  in  isolation  now  for 
almost  3  years  to  protect  myself  from  another 
rape  as  happened  when  I  first  arrived  here.  I’ve 
begun  to  realize  that  my  isolation  is  almost  as 
painful  as  the  assault  and  I  need  some  friendly 
contact  to  become  a  trusting  and  caring  person 
again.  I  love  all  cultures,  long  walks,  holding 
and  cuddling.  Rilen  CATHEY,  C-54954 
(P-115-L),  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 


I  have  skills  in  electronics,  carpentry  and  land 
scaping.  I  love  50s  music,  old  cars,  animals,  old 
books  and  movies,  and  keeping  busy.  I  would 
like  very  much  to  correspond  with  someone.  I 
hope  someone  feels  liki 
COATES 
61401. 


N-22660,  Box 


e  writing.  Rocky 
1700,  Galesburg  IL 


I’m  looking  for  a  friend.  I  enjoy  the  outdoors, 
photography,  sports  and  music.  Life  is  too 
short  not  to  share  it  with  someone.  Michael 
WILLIAMS,  422740,  Rt  4  Box  1100,  Rosharon 
TX  77583. 


Nice  round  bubble  butt,  non  violent,  big 
hairless  balls,  and  lots  of  hot  thick  creamy  yum¬ 
my  cum  . . .  would  like  to  hear  from  fern  GMs, 
TV/TSs  on  the  streets  (only).  Matthew 
MILLER,  198-480,  Box  470,  London  OH 
43140. 
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2  SATURDAY  TO  10  SUNDAY 


2  Saturday 

Boston  □  “Something  about  the  Women”  inter¬ 
views  Pat  Humphries,  local  singer-songwriter.  WMFO 
9I.5FM.  I0am-2pm. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Cambridge  □  Gay  singer-songwriter  duo  Romanov- 
sky  and  Phillips  in  concert.  Masonic  Temple,  1950 
Mass.  Ave.  (near  Porter  Sq.  T).  8pm.  $8;  $6  students.  In¬ 
fo:  437-7399. 

Boston  □  Divine  Film  Festival  showing  "Divine 
Waters,”  "Multiple  Maniacs,"  "The  Diane  Linkletter 
Story,"  "Polyester."  USA  Cinemas  Nickelodeon,  606 
Comm.  Ave.  Starting  at  I  pm.  One  admission  for  whole 
day.  Festival  continues  through  4/7.  Info:  424-1500. 

Boston  □  “Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group 
Sensual  Massage”  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  led  by 
Mykolas  Hazen.  (Also  4/16,  4/30,  S/14.)  551  Tremont  St. 
Studio  406.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  □  Torch  singer  Belle-Linda  Halpern  at  Club 
Cabaret  (Also  4/3).  209  Columbus  Ave.  10pm  both 
nights.  $10  Sat.;  $8  Sun.  Info:  536-0972. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  Workshop.  Sponsored  by  The  Women's 
School.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  I  lam-2pm 
(Also  4/5:  7-9:30pm).  Free.  Info:  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  host  Peter  Stickel 
interviews  Eleanor  Smeal  of  NOW.  WROR  98.5FM. 
12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

Boston  □  Little  Brothers  —  Friends  of  the  Elderly 

makes  Easter  visits  to  elderly  Bostonians  who  would 
otherwise  spend  the  holiday  alone.  600  volunteers  need¬ 
ed.  Info:  Bob,  536-2404  or  437-0478. 

4  Monday 

Boston  □  Tax  Resistance  Clinic.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Community  Church,  565  Boylston  St.,  3rd  fl.  7-9pm. 
Info:  731-6139. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Age  differences  in 
relationships."  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Screening  of  film  “Hellfire:  A  Journey 
from  Hiroshima”  with  producers  John  Junkerman  and 
John  W.  Dower.  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of 
Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  5pm.  Free.  Info:  232-1555 
x504. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 

holds  an  introductory  meeting  to  discuss  activities,  sup¬ 
port  groups,  etc.  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  227-6683. 

Boston  □  The  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers  (Mass, 
chapter)  sponsors  a  talk  and  slide  show  on  “Gays  in 
Cuba.”  Open  to  all  social  workers  and  social  work 
students.  Info:  625-2609  (eves.). 

5  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Surviving  Visions  Symposium:  “Art  and 
Social  Responsibility.”  Tower  Auditorium.  Mass. 
College  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  5:30pm.  Info: 
232-1555  x504. 


Cambridge  □  Former  nun  lesbian  support  group. 
The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  DOB  Forum  presents  “Travel  Tips  for 
Lesbians.”  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Massage  workshop  for  lesbians. 

DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  two- 
part  spring  training  event  (Wed.  &  Thu.).  All  welcome. 
Rm.  222,  UMass/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.  6:30-9:30pm 
each  night;  doors  opening  at  6.  Info:  354-0133. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sister”  discussion  of  upcom¬ 
ing  "Women  &  AIDS”  conference.  WMBR,  88.IFM. 
7-8pm. 


Boston  □  Names  Project,  New  England  chapter 
meets  to  plan  Boston  visit  (6/17-18)  and  to  coordinate 
the  making  of  new  panels.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston  City 
Hall,  rear  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  With  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  The  Women’s  School  presents  "Les¬ 
bian  Culture:  A  People  Through  Time.” 

Wheelchair  accessible.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7-9pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Women  With  Histories  of  Incest: 

“Issues  in  Pregnancy  and  Parenting”  with  Mercedes 
Cabral.  Gutman  Library,  Appian  Way.  8-9:30pm.  $10.  In¬ 
fo:  876-4488. 

Boston  □  Kate  Clinton  performs  at  Club  Cabaret  at 
the  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  Through  4/15.  Ticket 
prices  vary.  Info:  536-0972. 

7  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  starts  5pm.  Paste-up:  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Natick  □  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of  NOW  — 
Middlesex  County  political-social  network  meeting. 
First  Thursday  of  each  month.  Info:  651-9746. 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending 
male  sexual  abuse  victims  meets  first  Thursday  of 
every  month.  Conference  Rm.,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  498-9881. 

Cambridge  □  Women  of  Color  concerns.  DOB, 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Help  available 
for  starting  on  a  memorial  panel.  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

8  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  25  and  under  meet.  DOB, 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633 


2  Saturday  □ 
Ron 

Romanovsky 
(L)  and  Paul 
Phillips  sing 
about  (among 
other  things) 
how  not  to 
use  a  penis  for 
a  brain. 


Cambridge. 
See  below. 


Cambridge  □  Storyteller  Sara  Ransom  presents  an 
evening  of  Native  American  tales.  First  Congregational 
Church,  II  Garden  St.  7pm  and  9pm.  $10  adults;  $5 
children.  Info:  863-0448. 

Cambridge  DRegistration  deadline  for  $15  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Myers-Briggs  personality  inventory  (4/23). 
DOB.  Info:  Barbara,  933-2749. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse:  "To  Be  Seen 
and  Not  Heard”  —  open  reading  of  Young  Women's 
Writing.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  monthly  shabbat  service. 

Please  bring  something  (Passover)  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.,  opposite  Star 
Market.  8pm,  Info:  782-8894. 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Party  for  the  Nicaragua-U.S. 
Labor  Friendship  Tour  with  CASA.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre 
St.  9pm- 1 :30am.  Info:  492-8699. 

Boston  □  12th  Annual  Artists'  Ball.  Masquerade 
theme:  "Tooloose  through  the  Looking  Glass."  Featur¬ 
ing  costume  competition  and  the  Fat  City  Band. 
Cydorama,  539  Tremont  St.  8pm- 1  am.  $15  in  advance, 
$18  at  door.  Info:  443-8871. 


Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA’s,  PWARC’s,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Boston  □  "Everything  You  Always  Wanted  to 
Know  about  Astrology  and  Now  Can  Ask.”  Hosted 
by  Gay  Professional  Women.  Appalachian  Mountain 
Club,  3  Joy  St.  8pm.  Guests  $5  (women  only).  Info: 
585-6051. 

Boston  □  “The  Lawyer's  Role  in  Civil  Disobe¬ 
dience:  Advocate  or  Participant?”  Critiques,  discus¬ 
sion  and  strategy  with  Nancy  Polikoff,  Jill  Harris,  and 
Nancy  Alach.  Northeastern  U.  School  of  Law,  400  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  (Forsyth  St.  entrance).  7pm. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Theological  Center 
benefit  dance  and  fundraiser.  Featuring  jazz  vocalist 
Paula  Elliott.  Episcopal  Divinity  School,  Washburn  Hall, 

99  Brattle  St.  8- 1 2pm.  $8-12.  Info:  277-1330. 

Framingham  □  Framingham  State  College  Gays 
and  Friends  Organization  hosts  a  dance,  Open  to  all. 

100  State  St.,  on  FSC  campus.  9pm- 1  am.  $1. 

Boston  □  Friends  of  Dignity/Boston  Rite  of  Spring 
Dance.  Creative  attire  suggested.  Costume  and  door 
prizes,  DJ.  YWCA  auditorium,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
lam.  (Pre-dance  costume  "workshop”  6-9pm.)  $10  in 
advance,  $12  at  door.  Info:  536-6518. 

Cambridge  □  Blood  drive.  Appointment  required. 
DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 


9  Saturday 

Boston  □  Conference  on  Women  and  AIDS:  “Our 
Communities  Respond.”  Sponsored  by  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  Suffolk  U..  55  Temple  St. 
8am-6:30pm.  $45,  sliding  fee  scale  available.  Info: 
267-1538. 

Boston  □  “Something  about  the  Women”  features 
WINGS  —  Women's  International  News  Gathering  Ser¬ 
vice  tape.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  I0am-2pm. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "Attractions  to 
Unavailable  Women."  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  7pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

10  Sunday 

Boston  □  Jazz  Women  in  Concert  series  presents 
Janet  Grice,  jazz  bassoonist,  and  ensemble.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Cultural  Center  at  Villa  Victoria,  85  W. 
Newton  St.  3pm  ($5),  8pm  ($8)  Info:  397-8311. 


Boston  □  Brian  Willson  speaks  about  U  S.  interven¬ 
tion  in  Central  America.  Sponsored  by  CASA  and 
Veterans  for  Peace.  Faneuil  Hall.  I  pm.  Info:  492-8699. 


CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  General 
Meeting:  "How  Do  I  Like  Me,  Let  Me  Count  the 
Ways."  6  Hamilton  PL,  3rd  fl.  8pm.  Info:  742-7897. 
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Irene  Young 


The  season  Christine  Cagney  acquired  a 
handsome  gay  neighbor  my  lover 
looked  at  me  and  said,  “Oh  no, 
Tony’ll  die  of  AIDS  after  Christine  comes 
out  as  an  alcoholic,  and  PROBABLY  after 
they’ve  shared  a  drunk  and  an  unlikely  night 
of  love.”  Actually,  Chris’  anti-abortion  cop 
dad  died  of  a  heart  attack;  Chris  found  his 
body  and  went  on  a  binge  during  which  she 
called  Tony  a  pantywaist,  or  some  such 
word  she  must  have  learned  from  cop  hero 
Dad  Charlie.  And  Tony  is  still  healthy  — 
but  in  the  inevitable  Cagney  and  Lacey 
AIDS  episode,  broadcast  March  22,  he  ad¬ 
mits  to  Chris  in  a  supermarket  that  his  love 
life  has  diminished  to  “long  talks  and  cold 
showers.”  And  in  the  only  interesting 
response  in  this  hour  Chris  does  not  say 
“Good  for  you.”  Unfortunately  she  doesn’t 
suggest  he  get  into  rubbers  and  mutual 
masturbation  either. 

Some  people  have  voiced  surprise  that  it  is 
Mary  Beth  Lacey  who  succumbs  to  AIDS 
hysteria.  It  is  no  shock,  however,  that 
the  producers  of  the  best  show  on 
TV  make  their  stars  take  turns  at 
the  heavy.  In  the  abortion  episode 
it  was  the  very  Catholic  Chris  Cag¬ 
ney  who  felt  uncomfortable  helping  women 
get  through  the  Right-to-Life  protesters  to 
see  counselors  or  have  abortions;  and  it  was 
Mary  Beth,  who  had  spent  the  money  for 
her  second  semester  of  college  to  fly  to  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  and  have  a  “safe”  (legal)  abortion, 
who  went  out  of  her  way  to  drive  an 
especially  frightened  young  woman  to  a  less- 
besieged  clinic. 

Now  Mary  Beth  is  the  one  who  freaks, 
and  takes  her  child  Alice  Christine  (middle 
name  an  homage  to  her  partner)  out  of  a 
daycare  center  in  which  a  child  has  the  AIDS 
virus  due  to  a  blood  transfusion.  Mary  Beth 
is  the  one  stuck  with  the  “children  bite  each 
other”  point  of  view.  Hubby  Harve,  the 
nicest  man  on  TV  since  Ed  Asner  on  the 
Mary  Tyler  Moore  show,  tells  her  the  danger 
of  their  daughter’s  getting  AIDS  at  daycare 
is  no  greater  than  the  danger  of  her  being 
kidnapped  by  some  creep,  or  hit  by  a  truck. 

The  yuckiest  part  of  this  episode  is  when 
Chris  Cagney  and  her  boyfriend  come  out  to 


Sero-negative  Christine  Cagney  (Sharon  Gless,  L)  and  generally-positive  Mary  Beth  Lacey  (Tyne  Daly): 
What’s  sex  got  to  do  with  it? 


'Cagney  and  Lacey' 
blows  the  AIDS  show 

The  most  socially  conscious  episodes 
deliver  the  heaviest  disappointments 

By  Walta  Borawski 


each  other  as  recent  testees.  He’s  had  two 
tests  and  has  tested  negative;  she’s  had  the 
first  test  and  has  tested  negative.  For  some 
reason  the  show  seems  to  want  to  reward 
these  two  sexually  active  hets  by  putting 
them  into  each  other’s  arms  at  the  close  of 
the  episode.  Yes,  dears,  you’ve  both  tested 
negative,  at  least  for  now;  you  deserve  each 
other.  As  good  old  Tony  next  door  deserves 
his  solitude,  for  who  would  ever  expect  him 
to  test  negative. 

Cagney  and  Lacey  is  still  the  best  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  working-class  people 
represented  on  TV;  but  the  show  does  come 
out  of  Hollywood,  and  its  most  socially- 
conscious  episodes  deliver  the  heaviest  disap¬ 
pointments.  As  with  its  episode  on  the  am¬ 
bitious  white  woman  runner  from  South 
Africa,  when  Cagney  and  Lacey  bite  off 
more  than  can  be  chewed  in  an  hour,  the 
liberal  politics  of  the  series  get  more  than  a 
bit  entangled  with  mainstream  expectations. 
It’s  like  the  time  Lacey  punched  Cagney  out 
in  the  women’s  bathroom  and  everyone 
acted  like  sex  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  □ 


Club  Cabaret 
presents 


Kate  Clinton 

She's  a  self-proclaimed  lesbian-feminist  stand-up  comedian. 
Her  political  satire  has  been  compared  to  Mark  Russell  on 
estrogen.  Her  sexual  satire  has  all  the  subtlety  of  "Sophie 
Tucker  Meets  Bette  Midler."  She  smashes  enough  taboos  to 
make  Lenny  Bruce  look  like  Mr.  Rogers. 

Two  weeks.  Weds.  April  6  thru  Fri.  April  15.  One  performance 
each  night.  Wed.  at  8:00  p.m.  Thurs.  thru  Sun.  at  9:30  p.m. 
Ticket  price  is  $12.00  on  Wed.,  Thurs.  and  Sun., 

$14.00  on  Fri.  and  Sat. 

$4.00  Food/Beverage  minimum  per  person. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


at  the  Club  Cafe 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


Club  Cabaret 

presents 


.a  T  4* 

t  T  T _ I 

A  New  Gay  Musical  Revue 

"Disappearing  Act,"  a  non-stop,  fast-paced  musical  revue, 
takes  a  disarming,  witty  and  critical  look  at  the  world  of  the 
urban  gay  male.  With  a  delightfully  diverse  musical  score, 
"Disappearing  Act"  covers  a  broad  variety  of  topics. 
Words  and  music  by  Mike  Oster. 

Three  weeks.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  and  Sun.  from  April  7  thru 
April  24.  Performance  time  is  7:30  p.m.  on  Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sat. 
Two  performances  on  Sun.,  Brunch  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
Ticket  price  is  $14.00  on  Thurs.  and  Sun.  evening,  $16.00  on 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  and  $27.50  for  Sun.  Brunch  (including  show, 
buffet,  cocktail,  tax  and  gratuity)  or  $12.50  for  show  only. 
$4.00  Food/Beverage  minimum  per  person. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


at  the  Club  Caje 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


